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The early modern period 
encompassed upheavals in church, 
state, politics and society, and it 
spans the transition from baronial 
wars to constitutional monarchy, 
and from feudal society to the 
emergence of the ‘fiscal military 
state’ and commercial society. 
Internationally, it witnessed 
confessional wars and tensions 
over trade and empire, as Britain 
and its European neighbours 
expanded into the Atlantic world.

The aim of this series, therefore, is 
to explore political life during the 
early modern period in all of its 
complexity and subtlety, exploring 
any aspect of social, economic, 
religious and intellectual life which 
can be shown to have shed light 
upon political life and the ways in 
which it developed.

Selling Cromwell’s Wars: 
Media, Empire and Godly 
Warfare, 1650–1658

Nicole Greenspan

Greenspan examines a selection 
of Cromwell’s conflicts, policies 
and imperial ventures to explore 
the ways in which the media 
was instrumental in developing, 
promoting and legitimizing 
government actions. Her study 
seeks to integrate print and 
political culture, revealing what the 
workings and content of the press 
can tell us about Cromwell’s regime 
and its policies.

Political and Popular Culture in the 
Early Modern Period: 5  
c.256pp: 234x156mm: November 2011
HB: 978 1 84893 221 0: £60/$99
 e  978 1 84893 222 7

Proposals
We invite submissions from established scholars and first-time authors 
alike. Prospective authors should send a detailed proposal with a 
rationale, chapter outlines and at least two sample chapters alongside a 
brief author’s biography and an anticipated submission date. 

For more information, go to:
www.pickeringchatto.com/proposals

Proposals should be sent to one of the following: 
Alastair Bellany bellany@rci.rutgers.edu 
Krista Kesselring krista.kesselring@dal.ca 
Edward Vallance edward.vallance@roehampton.ac.uk
Mark Pollard mpollard@pickeringchatto.co.uk

North or South America

Ashgate Publishing Company
PO Box 2225, Williston
VT 05495-2225, USA
Telephone toll-free (US & Canada): 
(800) 535 9544
Other enquiries: (802) 276 3162
Fax: (802) 864 7626
email: ash.orders@aidcvt.com

Rest of World

Turpin Distribution Ltd
Stratton Business Park
Pegasus Drive
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
SG18 8TQ, UK
Telephone: +44 (0) 1767 604 951
Fax: +44 (0) 845 009 5840
email: 
books@turpin-distribution.com

PICKERING & CHATTO 
PUBLISHERS

P&C



w w w . p i c k e r i n g c h a t t o . c o m / p p c

Court Politics and the  
Earl of Essex, 1589–1601
Janet Dickinson

The 1590s have long been considered 
as having had a distinct character, 
separate from the remainder of 
Elizabeth’s reign. This book provides 
a reassessment of the politics and 
political culture of this significant 
period. Dickinson focuses on the 
career of Robert Devereux, second 
Earl of Essex, and his supposed 
factional conflict with the Cecils. 
She offers a radical reappraisal of 
the divide between the ‘two reigns’, 
paying closer attention to the 
continuities between the conduct of 
politics in the 1590s and before.

This study provides a long-overdue 
revision of our understanding of 
noble culture, politics and policy 
making in the Elizabethan era.
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Monarchism and 
Absolutism in Early 
Modern Europe

Editors: Cesare Cuttica and Glenn 
Burgess

The fourteen essays in this volume 
look at both the theory and practice 
of monarchical governments from the 
Thirty Years War up until the time of 
the French Revolution. Contributors 
aim to unravel the constructs of 
‘absolutism’ and ‘monarchism’, 
examining how the power and 
authority of monarchs was defined 
through contemporary politics and 
philosophy. Questions are asked as 
to whether it is possible to speak of a 
general political monarchist doctrine 
in early modern Europe, about the 
role of despotism, and the formation 
of national identities.

Contributors
Janet Coleman, Ioannis Evrigenis, 
Tim Hochstrasser, Henrik Horstbøll, 
Girolamo Imbruglia, László Kontler, 
John Christian Laursen, Gaby 
Mahlberg, Michael Seidler, Luisa 
Simonutti, Johann P Sommerville and 
Edward Vallance
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Forthcoming titles
Electing Cromwell: The 
Making of a Politician

Andrew Barclay

Popular interest in Cromwell has 
often exceeded the originality 
of what has been written about 
him. Barclay’s study comes out of 
meticulous research on a huge range 
of newly discovered primary sources, 
transforming our understanding 
of the life and career of Oliver 
Cromwell during the period from his 
birth in 1599 until 1642. 

‘Combined with the astonishing 
richness of Barclay’s research 
is the outstanding source 
criticism ... a must read.’  
History Today
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The Politics of Disclosure, 
1674–1725: Secret History 
Narratives

Rebecca Bullard

Secret histories promised their 
readers previously undiscovered 
intelligence about the covert actions 
and hidden motives of public figures, 
primarily monarchs, their ministers 
and their mistresses. Bullard argues 
that secret histories’ rhetorical 
peculiarities must be understood 
in the light of contemporary party 
politics.

‘well written and consistently 
thoughtful’ Review of English 
Studies
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Credibility in Elizabethan 
and Early Stuart Military 
News

David Randall

‘Randall’s argument will be 
very useful to scholars of print 
culture, the news, political 
culture, rhetoric, and military 
history.’ H-Albion
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