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This series is concerned with 
all aspects of health, illness and 
medicine, from antiquity to the 
present, in all parts of the globe. Its 
interests include the circumstances 
that promote health or illness, the 
ways in which people experience 
and explain such conditions, and 
what, practically, they do about 
them.

The series is a collaboration 
between Pickering and Chatto and 
the Society for the Social History 
of Medicine (SSHM). The SSHM 
has pioneered interdisciplinary 
approaches to the histories of 
welfare, public health, demography, 
anthropology, sociology, social 
administration and health 
economics. 

 
 

Nervous Disease in Late 
Eighteenth-Century 
Britain: The Reality of a 
Fashionable Disorder

Heather R Beatty

This study, based on extensive use 
of eighteenth-century newspapers, 
hospital registers and case notes, 
examines the experience of 
suffering from nervous disease – a 
supposedly upper-class malady.
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Proposals  
We invite submissions from established scholars and first-time authors 
alike. Prospective authors should send a detailed proposal with a 
rationale, chapter outlines and at least two sample chapters alongside 
a brief author’s biography and ananticipated submission date.

For detailed information on submitting a proposal please visit:  
www.pickeringchatto.com/proposal

Proposals should be sent to: 

Edited collections: Dr David Cantor, Deputy Director, Office of 
History, National Institutes of Health, Bldg 45, Room 3AN38, MSC 
6330, Bethesda, MD 20892-6330, USA (cantord@od.nih.gov)

Authored monographs: Dr Keir Waddington, Cardiff School of 
History and Archaeology, Humanities Building, Room 4.33, Cardiff 
University, Colum Drive, Cardiff, Wales, CF10 3EU (waddingtonk@
cardiff.ac.uk)



A Modern History of the 
Stomach: Gastric Illness, 
Medicine and British Society, 
1800–1950

Ian Miller

This study is the first exploration of 
the complex relationship between 
the abdomen and modern British 
society. It traces the development 
of the management of gastric 
conditions by various, often 
competing, members of the medical 
profession, detailing conflict 
between the ideas and values of 
surgeons, physicians, psychologists 
and gastroenterologists.

Miller demonstrates how the 
framework of ideas and concepts 
established in medicine related 
to gastric illness often reflected 
wider social issues including 
industrialization and the impact 
of wartime anxiety upon the inner 
body.
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Medicine in the Remote 
and Rural North,  
1800–2000
Edited by J T H Connor and 
Stephan Curtis

This volume of thirteen essays 
focuses on the health and 
treatment of the peoples of 
northern Europe and North 
America over the course of 
the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. ‘The North’ is here 
considered as more than simply a 
geographical region. It is a place 
of cold and hardship on the one 
hand and of welcome solitude 
and opportunity on the other – a 
place requiring adaption and 
compromise. 

Contributors 
Astri Andresen, Steven Cherry, Megan 
J Davies, Marguerite Dupree, Sören 
Edvinsson, Marianne Junila, Linda 
Kealey, Øivind Larsen, Sasha Mullally, 
Mette Rønsager and Teemu Ryymin
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Desperate Housewives, 
Neuroses and the 
Domestic Environment, 
1945–1970
Ali Haggett

The historical association between 
femininity and neurosis is well 
documented. Many recent studies 
have seen women’s mental health 
issues in the aftermath of the 
Second World War as being a 
direct consequence of a lack of 
opportunity and the banality of a 
domestic lifestyle. Although the 
figure of the ‘desperate housewife’ 
is familiar to us, this study suggests 
that many women in the 1950s and 
’60s led satisfying lives and that 
gender roles, while very different, 
were often seen as equal.
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War and the 
Militarization of British 
Army Medicine,  
1793–1830
Catherine Kelly

During the French Revolutionary 
and Napoleonic Wars, British 
doctors travelled in unprecedented 
numbers to foreign locations 
where they were confronted with 
battlefield injuries, virulent and 
mysterious diseases, and complex 
military politics that few had 
encountered before. Drawing on 
rare manuscript sources, Kelly 
examines how nearly twenty-five 
years of sustained warfare affected 
the professional identity embraced 
by those doctors and thoroughly 
militarized their approach to 
medicine. 

This study demonstrates the 
emergence of the ‘military medical 
officer’ and places their work 
within the broader context of 
changes to British medicine during 
the first half of the nineteenth 
century.
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Locating Health: 
Historical and 
Anthropological 
Investigations of Place and 
Health

Edited by Erika Dyck and 
Christopher Fletcher

The essays in this collection focus 
on the dynamic relationship 
between health and place. 
Historical and anthropological 
perspectives are presented, 
with each discipline having a 
long tradition of engaging with 
these concepts. Through diverse 
examples and perspectives, the 
resulting contributions offer new 
conceptual and methodological 
insights, enhancing both fields.

Contributors 
Hugo De Burgos, Alvin Finkel, 
Maureen Lux, Stephen Mawdsley, 
Sasha Mullally, Liza Piper, Jonathan 
Reinarz, Susan L Smith, Matthew 
Smith, Helen Vallianatos and Marko 
Zivkovic
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Meat, Medicine and 
Human Health in the 
Twentieth Century
Edited by David Cantor, 
Christian Bonah and Matthias 
Dörries

This collection of ten essays 
explores some of the complex 
relations between meat and human 
health in twentieth-century North 
America and Europe. Its subjects 
include the relationship between 
the meat and the pharmaceutical 
industries, the slaughterhouse 
and the rise of endocrinology, 
the therapeutic benefits of meat 
extracts and the short-lived fate of 
liver ice-cream in the treatment of 
pernicious anaemia. Together these 
papers highlight a complicated 
array of often contradictory 
attitudes towards meat and human 
health.

Contributors
Rima D Apple, Michael J Broadway, 
Jean-Paul Gaudillière, Susan Lederer, 
Ilana Lowy, Naomi Pfeffer, Jeffrey M 
Pilcher, Donald D Stull, Ulrike Thoms 
and Keir Waddington 
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