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[Anon.], The Gladstone Gas Company Prospectus: A 
Relic of the Midlothian Campaign, 1886 (Edinburgh, 
privately printed, 1886)

This brief satirical pamphlet was issued a year or so after Gladstone’s third suc-
cessful election campaign in Midlothian. As a privately printed work, it did not
apparently circulate very widely and it is not present among the works in St
Deiniol’s Library. It does, however, show an interesting aspect of Victorian
political literature and is a good example of the satirical pamphlets which were
produced in large numbers during this period. Not all commentators regarded
Gladstone and his policies favourably, and among these some were prepared to
use a measure of sarcasm to support their arguments.

The pamphlet is modelled on the ‘Victorian Limited Company’ prospectus
and had supposedly been found among the wastepaper of the Irish Office. This
is obviously not true, and whoever wrote it has composed a lively and amusing
piece of work of imagination.

Gladstone’s oratory, which was sometimes praised by contemporaries and
also occasionally lauded by historians, was clearly not always highly thought of
in his own day. Some contemporaries thought Gladstone had a tendency to
make unnecessarily lengthy speeches. 

We can assume that this document was written in response to the flight of
the ‘Hawarden Kite’ in December 1885 and the General Election campaign of
July 1886. The author of the pamphlet makes plain his opinion that Gladstone
intended to sell out the Protestants of Ulster (and the British Empire as a
whole) in favour of the Catholic Home Rulers. He is not prepared to pull any
punches with argument.

Gladstone was only too well aware how badly his party had done in the
recent election, retaining a mere 181 seats, in comparison with 314 on the
Conservative side. Even with the Irish Nationalists retaining eighty-five seats,
Gladstone was now leader of a minority party.
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p. 223, l. 29: Mr T. P. O’Connor: see T. P. O’Connor, Gladstone’s House of Com-
mons, pp. 36–98 in this volume.

p. 223, ll. 38–9: Mr O’Brien: William O’Brien (1852–1928), journalist and
Irish Nationalist, MP from 1883 to 1914.

p. 224, l. 2: the ‘United Ireland’: Irish newspaper supporting the Home Rule
Party.

p. 224, l. 15: Mr Butt: Isaac Butt (1813–79), Professor of Political Economy at
Trinity College, Dublin (1836–41) and a ‘Liberal Conservative’ MP
from 1852 to 1869. In 1870 he founded the Home Rule Party and was
an MP for it (1870–9). He was replaced by Parnell as leader of the
Home Rule Party in 1878.

p. 225, l. 5: Mr Trevelyan: George Otto Trevelyan (1838–1928), MP Tynemouth.
p. 225, l. 17: Mr Justin M’Carthy: see Justin McCarthy, ‘William Ewart Glad-

stone’, pp. 383–403 in this volume.
p. 226, l. 8: combined Franchise and Redistribution Bill: Gladstone’s govern-

ment had introduced two separate bills in 1884.
p. 228, l. 9: Sir Wilfrid and Professor Thorold Rogers: Sir Wilfrid is probably Sir

Wilfrid Lawson (1829–1906), Liberal politician and temperance cam-
paigner. He supported free trade, peace and Irish Home Rule. In 1877
he was the only English MP to vote in favour of a motion calling for it.
Thorold Rogers (1823–1900), political economist and politician. He
was an MP between 1880 and 1886. 

p. 228, l. 18: Pall Mall Gazette, see above, p. 447.
p. 230, l. 5: Lord Hartington, see above, p. 442.
p. 230, l. 9: the Maamtrasna disclosures: This refers to an Irish murder case.
p. 230, ll. 39–40: Lord Wolseley up the Nile to fish out General Gordon: A British

force under Wolseley’s command had been sent to rescue Gordon and
his force from Khartoum.

p. 231, l. 4: Principal Rainy: Robert Rainy (1820–1906), United Free Church
of Scotland minister and Principal of New College, Edinburgh.

p. 231, l. 5: Dr Hutton: George Clark Hutton (1825–1908), Free Church of
Scotland minister. An evangelical preacher and strong anti-establish-
mentarian, he was also a friend of Gladstone.

p. 231, l. 21: Professor Blackie: John Stuart Blackie (1809–95), liberal scholar of
Greek.

p. 231, ll. 23–4: Professor Donaldson: James Donaldson (1831–1915), also a
liberal classical scholar.

[Anon.], The Gladstone Gas Company Prospectus

p. 236, l. 8: Right Hon. HAWARDEN CASTLE, M.P.: reference to Gladstone.
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p. 236, l. 9: Right Hon. PHILOSOPHICUS RADICALIS, M.P.: probably John
Morley, MP for Newcastle.

p. 236, l. 10: Right Hon. HUGE GULLING HEDGER, M.P.: probably Glad-
stone himself.

p. 236, l. 11: Right Hon. EARL PINAFORE, M.P.: It is uncertain who this was.
p. 236, l. 12: Right Hon. Sir WILLIAM KINGSTON BROWBEAT, M.P.: Sir

William Harcourt.
p. 236, l. 13: Right Hon. PRIMROSE, EARL GOOSEBERRY: a reference to the

Earl of Rosebery.
p. 237, ll. 2–3: the GOM: a reference to Gladstone: ‘Grand Old Man’.
p. 239, l. 8: the UNCROWNED KING OF IRELAND: a common reference to

Charles Stewart Parnell.
p. 240, l. 2: CECIL SALISBURY: Marquess of Salisbury.
p. 240, l. 12: Mr CAVENDISH HARTINGDON: Marquess of Hartington.
p. 240, l. 20: Mr J. C. LAIN: Joseph Chamberlain.

Thomas Webb, The Irish Question

p. 245, ll. 9–10: the Convention Parliament of 1689: This refers to the conven-
tion (not strictly a parliament) which met in February 1689, in order to
make arrangements for the future after the ‘glorious revolution’.

p. 246, l. 12: Machiavelli or a Montesquieu: Niccolò Machiavelli (1469–1527),
Italian political philosopher. Charles Louis de Secondat (Montesquieu)
(1689–1755), French political philosopher.

p. 247, ll. 8–9: another Chapter of Autobiography: Gladstone’s A Chapter of
Autobiography (1868).

p. 248, ll. 21–22: the History of an Idea: W. E. Gladstone, The Irish Question:
(1) History of an Idea, (2) Lessons of the Election (1886).

p. 248, l. 27: Mr Parnell: see above, p. 443.
p. 248, ll. 28–9: Autobiography of Wolfe Tone: Theobald Wolfe Tone (1763–

98), Irish Nationalist.
p. 248, l. 29: Mr Davitt: Michael Davitt (1846–1906), leader of the Irish Land

League.
p. 248, l. 30: Mr Carey: probably James Carey.
p. 252, ll. 2–3: Mr Campbell-Bannerman: Henry Campbell-Bannerman

(1836–1908), Liberal. Held junior offices (1871–4, 1880–4). Chief
Secretary for Ireland (1884–5), Secretary for War (1886, 1892–5). He
was Prime Minister from 1905 to 1908.

p. 252, l. 3: Sir William Harcourt: see above, p. 442.
p. 252, l. 4: Mr Stansfeld: James Stansfeld (1820–98). President of the Local

Government Board (1871–4, 1886).


