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Henry St John, 1st Viscount Bolingbroke
(1678-1751) enjoyed varied political and literary
careers. He was the friend and correspondent of
leading figures across the political and religious
spectrum; Hanoverian and Jacobite, Whig and
Tory, Protestant and Catholic, Episcopalian

and Presbyterian are all represented in his
correspondence. Bolingbroke’s letters therefore
constitute one of the most fascinating and
articulate sources of eighteenth-century European
politics and culture available to modern scholars.

In an age distinguished for the excellence of its
letter-writing, Bolingbroke was regarded by his
contemporaries as a model prose stylist. His
letters are extraordinarily wide-ranging in scope
and contain discussions on contemporary politics,
philosophy, ancient culture, literary criticism,
European history, empire, foreign policy, the
textual history of the Bible, deism, theatre, travel
and education. His letters to his half-sister,
Henrietta Knight, shed light on his personal
relationships, whilst his letters to the 1st Duke of
Marlborough contain information on diplomacy
and military movements during the War of the
Spanish Succession, when Britain first emerged as
a leading European and colonial power.

This five-volume critical edition draws together
Bolingbroke’s unpublished letters, now scattered
in public and private archives around the world.
It will appeal to scholars of eighteenth-century
history, philosophy and literature.

Henry St. John, 1st Viscount Bolingbroke,
Reproduced by kind permission of Lydiard House,
Lydiard Tregoze, Swindon

» New editorial apparatus includes a general
introduction, explanatory notes, biographical
index and a consolidated index in the final
volume.

« Contains almost 2,000 letters, drawn from over
twenty archives worldwide

« All letters are previously unpublished or
unpublished in their entirety

» Will provide valuable insight into the political,
diplomatic and religious situation at the time

» Will allow a deeper understanding of
Bolingbroke’s interests and commitments

« Diplomatic letters relating to the Treaty of
Utrecht will be relevant to the history of the
United States
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Sample pages*

TO: JOHN CHURCHILL, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. Whitehall. 28
June 1706 o. s. Text: MS., BL. Add. 61131. fols 173-174v.
Whitehall June the 28% 1706 o: st:

My Lord

I have put into my Lord Treasurer’s hands y* manifesto, which y* marquis de
Guiscard has by his order prepar'd; and as soon as his Lordship returns it to me
with his alterations, will transmit a copy of it to y* Grace.!

there is a Refugie here, who has a very good character, he was formerly a com-
mis in Monsieur de Pontchartrain’s office,* and of good credit with his master. he
has writ to that minister a letter which I dictated to him, pretending to repent of
his errours, desiring to be receiv'd again into his favour, and pleading the merit
of a discovery which he makes of the real design of the expedition now depend-
ing.’ I send y* Grace that part of y* letter inclos'd;* I read y¢ whole to M Secretary
Harley® before I sent it into France, and had before acquainted L¢ Treasurer®
with it. the thing is made probable and may have a good effect; att worst it can
do no hurt, y truth not being trusted to y* man I employ’d. I do not hear of any
besides my Lord Guilford & M Bertie;” but what intend to act in y* Licutenancy
of oxfordshire, and am confident y* Grace will make that county reasonable, and
y* own. the same methods that y* Grace takes there would produce the same
effects all over England.® there are some restless spirits who are falsely imagin'd
to be heads of a party, who make much noise and have no real strength; that
expect y° Queen, crownd with success abroad, and governing without blemish
att home, should court them att the expence of her own authority, and support
her administration by the same shifts that a vile and profligate one can only be
kept up w*. nothing but unnecessary compliance can give these people strength,
and their having that, is y° great terrour of those who are truly servants to y¢
Queen, and who are entirely attach’d to y* Grace & to my Lord Treasurer. we
have had some instances of late how they would use power, and y* Grace cannot
but know that in y* distribution of employments they have insisted on the scum
of their own party.

if this was only my private sence, I should not presume to trouble y* Grace
with it; but it is y* sence, & y* discourse too, of every man in England, that wishes
y¢ Queens glory & prosperity, & that loves & honours Lord Treasurer & you; I
am too well acquainted with y* Grace’s goodness, to suspect you will not pardon
me for saying so much, since I have no interest or view of my own that shall ever
come in competition with y* Queen’s service, and my gratitude & duty to you,
who have tyed me to be ever, my Lord

y* grace’s most devoted faithful

humble servant

H S John

Endorsement (in another hand): From M S, Johns.
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1. Antoine, Abbé de la Bourlie and Marquis de Guiscard (1658-1711): ‘Manifesto
addressed to the French, By Us Anthony Marquis de Guiscard, Count of La bourlie and
Neuvi upon Loire, &c. Colonel of a Regiment of Dragoons, and Lieutenant General of
their Imperial and Britannick Majesties Armies.’ Printed in Abel Boyer, History of the
Reign of Queen Anne, digested into Annals. Year the Fifth (London: A. Roper, 1707),
appendix pp. 74-5.

2. Louis II Phélypeaux, Comte De Pontchartrain (1643-1727), French Secretary of State
for the Marine.

3. 'This probably refers to Isaac Bobin, French refugee and merchant and franker of
foreign gazettes. He is referred to as a French refugee in the Calendar of Treasury Papers
(London: Longman, 1874), vol. 3, p. 312. Bobin is mentioned in a letter from the Duke
of Marlborough to Daniel Finch, 2nd Earl of Nottingham, dated 26 March 1703, as
holding correspondence with Pontchartrain. The Letters and Dispatches of John Churchill,
First Duke of Marlborough, from 1702 101712, ed. Sir George Murray, 5 vols. (London:
John Murray, 1845), vol. 1, p. 74. Secretaries of State during William IIT’s reign used to
consult Bobin on current events and in 1690 he helped expose a Jacobite plot against the
King. Historical Manuscripts Commission, Report on the Manuscripts of His Grace the
Ditke of Portland (10 vols.; London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1891-1931), vol.
8, pp- 231-2,235,291; vol. 10, p. 455. In May 1706, however, Bobin was arrested as a spy
and accused of holding a treasonable correspondence with the Queen’s enemies. Initially
Bobin refused to cooperate, but was eventually taken into Harley’s employment with the
task of procuring foreign news. Calendar of State Papers. Domestic Series. Of the Reign
of Anne preserved in the Public Record Office, vol. 4, ed. C. S. Knighton (Woodbridge:
Boydell Press, 2006), pp. 141, 145.

4. Henry St John to Louis II Phélypeaux, Comte De Pontchartrain. n.d. (ca. June 1706).
BL. Add. 61131. fols. 175-176v. The letter containing false intelligence is printed
immediately below.

5. Robert Harley, Ist Earl of Oxford and Mortimer (1661-1724), Secretary of State for the
North.

6. Sidney Godolphin, 1* Earl of Godolphin (1645-1712); Godolphin served as first Lord
of the Treasury from 1684-1685, 1690-1696, 1700-1701, and from 1702-1710.

7. Francis North, 2" Baron Guilford (1673-1729); he was Lord Lieutenant of Essex from
1703-5. Montagu Venables-Bertie, 2nd Earl of Abingdon (1673-1743) held the office
of Lord-Lieutenant of Oxfordshire from 10 June 1702 and 1705.

8. In September 1705 the queen revoked the Earl of Abingdon’s commission as Lord
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire replacing him with the Duke of Marlborough. Marlborough
held this office from 8 February 1706-17 May 1712.

*not actual size
Principal archives:
Beinecke Library, Yale University National Archives of Scotland
Bodleian Library, Oxford National Library of Scotland
Boston Public Library New York Public Library
British Library Nottingham University Library
Départément Des Affaires Etrangéres, Paris Pierpont Morgan Library, New York
Edinburgh University Princeton University Library
Florida State University Trinity College Library, Dublin
Harris Manchester College, Oxford University of Southern California, Los Angeles
Houghton Library, Harvard University Warwickshire County Record Office
Lambeth Palace Library William Andrews Clark Memorial Library,

National Archives, London California




Correspondents:

Pierre Joseph Alary

James Bateman

Lord Allen Bathurst

Sir William Bennet, 2nd Baronet

Charles Francois de la Bonde, Sieur d’Iberville
Friedrich Bonet

Charles Boyle, 4th Earl of Orrery

John Boyle, 5th Earl of Cork and 5th Earl of
Orrery

D Luis Da Cunha Brochado

James Butler, 2nd Duke of Ormond

Sir George Byng

John Campbell, 2nd Duke of Argyll
William Capel, 3rd Earl of Essex

Adam Cardonnel

Isidro Casado, Duke of Monteleon
Theodore de Chavigny

John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough
George Clarke

Thomas Coke, Vice Chamberlain
Jean-Baptiste Colbert, Marquis De Torcy
Commissioners of the Board of Trade
John Hynde Cotton (Junior)

Charles Davenant

James Dayrolle

John Drummond

William Feilding, 5th Earl of Denbigh
Charles Auguste Ferriol, Comte D’argental
Madame Ferriol

Rev. William Fraigneau

Hugh Hume-Campbell, Earl of Marchmont
Isabella de Jong, Countess of Denbigh
Henrietta Knight, Lady Luxborough

Robert Knight, Baron Luxborough

William Legge, 1st Earl of Dartmouth

Sir Nathaniel Lloyd

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty

Louis XIV

George Lyttelton, 1st Baron Lyttelton

David Mallet

Charles Auguste de Goyon de Matignon, Comte
de Gacé, Marshal of France

A Matvyeev

Jean Molé

Robert Monckton

Charles Mordaunt, 3rd Earl of Peterborough &
1st Earl of Monmouth

Louis IT Phélypeaux, Comte De Pontchartrain
Matthew Prior

William Pulteney, Earl of Bath

Jean de Robethon

John Robinson, Bishop of Bristol

Iver Eriksen De Rosenkrantz

Duc De Saint-Pierre

Sidney, Earl of Godolphin

Charles Spencer, 3rd Earl of Sunderland
Abraham Stanyan

Robert Sutton, Second Baron Lexington
Charles Talbot, Duke of Shrewsbury

Charles Townshend, Viscount Townshend

Richard Francklin Thomas Trevor, 1st Baron Trevor
Francois Gaultier Marinus Van Vryberge
D José De Grimaldo Henry Watkins
Lord Harcourt Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of Strafford, 4th
Edward Harley Baronet & 3rd Baron Raby
Robert Harley Charles Whitworth
Thomas Harley Sir James Wishart
Dr William Heberden, MD Henry Worsley
Sir Charles Hedges Sir William Wyndham
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