The Drury Lane Actors’ Revolt

[Anon.], Mr. Macklin’s Reply to Mr. Garrick’s Answer. To Which are Prefixd All the
Papers, Which Have Publickly Appeared, in Regard to this Important Dispute (Lon-
don: J. Roberts, 1743). British Library, shelfmark 641.d.31.(4.).

This publication, reproduced here in full, is a gathering of pamphlets which were
published between 2 December and 12 December 1743, and which together
were the vehicle of a public dispute between Macklin and David Garrick. This
disagreement between the two actors was an offshoot of a larger conflict between
a group of actors from Drury Lane theatre and Charles Fleetwood, the patentee
and manager of the theatre, and it was during the resolution of this extenuated
wrangling with Fleeswood that Macklinand Garrickfell out.

Garrick had becofne’known as‘anactor-in'London‘following his celebrated
portrayal of Richard III in October 1741, and he and the more established
Macklin had initially been on good terms as fellow innovators within the busi-
ness of performance. It is possible that they even lodged in the same house for
a period in 1742." Their disagreement had its origins in the precarious financial
situation of Drury Lane in the early 1740s and in the inability (or unwillingness)
of Fleetwood to pay his company of actors their full salaries. Flectwood was a
superficially charming but crooked manager who, according to a detailed study
of the case by Judith Milhous and Robert D. Hume, was ‘systematically cheating
his employees’? The actors had made repeated personal appeals to Fleetwood but
he consistently refused them — he was in a relatively strong position to do so since
there were few opportunities for the actors elsewhere. Following the Licensing
Actof 1737 only two playhouses were allowed patents; Fleetwood owned one of
these patents, while John Rich, who held the patent for Covent Garden, already
had an established company. Nonetheless, the disgruntled actors were not will-
ing to continue working indefinitely under the conditions Fleetwood offered
and, in the summer of 1743, a group of at least twenty of them, led by Garrick
and including Macklin, walked out.

The rebel actors had two plans for bettering their situation. One was to put
their case against Fleetwood in a petition to the Lord Chamberlain, and in Sep-
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tember 1743 they sent a ‘Players Petition against the Patentee of the Theatre
Royal in Drury Lane’? The other plan, again involvinga plea to the Lord Cham-
berlain, was to request permission to open a third London venue and to set up
as a new company which would be independent of both Rich and Fleetwood.
The actors agreed to pursue these two plans in solidarity and not to accept any
offers that Fleetwood might make to individuals among the rebels unless all were
agreeable to it. Both strategies failed. The Lord Chamberlain, it seems, ‘refused
to intervene because he disapproved of the high salaries owed to star actors,* and
the request for a license for a third company was rejected.

Meanwhile Fleetwood had cobbled together a company of actors in order to
be able to open Drury Lane for the new season in September 1743, but he was
nonetheless interested in re-employing many of the deserters, and since they had
few other options available, most of them were willing to return to his company. A
handful, including the highly respected Catherine Clive (1711-85) and Hannah
Pritchard (1709-68), ultimately found positions within the Covent Garden com-
pany but Drury Lane remained the best or only option for most. After the failure
of the plan to set up as a new company, the actors had given up their ‘all for one and
one for all’ approach to solving their problems. Macklin, though, as the pamphlets
reproduced here make clear, did not share this view that the agreement should
have been allowed to lapse. Garrick’s pamphlet quotes a letter from a group of the
actors to Maeklin which points but!the-singulafivy~of-his-position: “WHEN all
Hopes of Successfrom our Application to the Lord"Chamberlain were destroyed,
you were the only Person who did not think our Engagements to each other ceased
from that Moment, as we had made an Attempt to obtain Redress and failed in
it’ (below, p. 82). Macklin, in fact, was in a particularly difficult situation because,
while Fleetwood was willing to forgive most of the actors who had walked out, he
was resolute in his determination not to take Macklin back into his company. In
Fleetwood’s eyes, Macklin had shown extreme ingratitude in joining the rebels,
for Fleetwood had helped Macklin during the early years of his career and had
supported him throughout his troubles in 1735 following his killing of Thomas
Hallam. And Fleetwood’s refusal to re-employ Macklin in turn put Garrick in
a difficult position. Garrick was torn between a sense of loyalty to Macklin (in
fact, the two had mooted the idea of going together to Dublin to perform) and a
responsibility to resolve matters with Fleetwood for the sake of the other actors,
many of whom were in desperate need of an income (even if it was on Fleetwood’s
terms). Garrick went to considerable lengths to repair the breach between Macklin
and Fleetwood. He offered to take a cut of a hundred pounds in his own salary
if Macklin was engaged again, but this offer was refused by Fleetwood. He then
offered to pay Macklin six pounds a week from his own resources and he managed
to negotiate a position for Macklin’s wife at Covent Garden.’ But Macklin stub-
bornly refused the offer, and Garrick had little choice but to accept Fleetwood's
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terms for his and the other rebels’ re-employment and to leave Macklin to take care
of his cause himself. Macklin’s response was to feel bitter and betrayed — and these
feeling would become very clear in the exchange of pamphlets which the conflict
inspired.

There were three main interventions in the conflict. Initially Macklin’s point
of view was put forward in The Case of Charles Macklin, the circulation of which
on 6 December was timed to coincide with Garrick’s return to the Drury Lane
stage. A rowdy group of supporters stood behind Macklin and that evening
his champions were ready to protest with shouting and a torrent of apples and
rotten eggs when Garrick made his appearance on the stage, such that the per-
formance had to be stopped.® Garrick’s response to Macklin’s complaint and to
the reception he met with on stage was circulated on 8 December (the day after
itis dated), and by that point more or less everything to be said about the matter
had appeared in print. Macklin, however, would not give up his complaint and
attempted to land a final blow with a further pamphlet, dated 12 December.

While the pamphlets are written in the first-person voices of the actors, it
seems that Macklin and Garrick received assistance in authoring their sides of
the argument. John Taylor records that ‘Macklin’s case was drawn up by Mr. Cor-
byn Morris, a literary gentleman well known at that time, and Garrick’s answer
by Mr. Guthrie, the historian’” Corbyn Morris (1710-79) was an administrator
of customs as well #5*¢he atthorfof iumerous/pamphlets, uitostly on economic
reform, while William Guthrie (17082-70), was a Scottish-born historian and
political writer, who, around the time of the disagreement between Macklin
and Garrick, was also publishing scandalous and scatological material under the
pseudonym Jeffrey Broadbottom. John Taylor’s account is in accord with (and
may draw upon) that of Arthur Murphy (1727-1805), the actor, playwright
and biographer of Garrick, who claimed to be able to report on the case with
good authority and wrote that ‘Corbyn Morris, the author of an ingenious essay
On Wit, Humour, Raillery, and Ridicule, had held the pen for Macklin, and, at
the desire of the Horn Tavern Club [a group of Macklin supporters who met at
the Horn Tavern in Fleet Street], wrote his case. Guthrie, the historian, entered
the lists against him, and with great dispatch, in a plain stile, drew up Garrick’s
answer, which was published on the 7* December 1743’#

Murphy was also able to comment on Macklin’s final intervention in the case
as well as the public’s response to it:

Macklin, it seems, did not think his cause was desperate: he returned to the charge;
and, on the 12 December, issued out a Reply to Mr. Garrick’s Vindication of himself.
Whether Corbyn Morris had any hand in that production, or who were co-adjutors
in the work, I have not heard; but my information says, it fell dead-born from the
press. It is a long declamation, in a stile of bitter invective, without any thing like
proof, or conclusive argument. The public clearly saw that Macklin’s ingratitude to
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Fleetwood was the sole cause of his exclusion from the theatre; and they further saw
a man of a most inflexible temper, rejecting the fair and liberal terms offered to him,
and, to gratify his own inordinate passions, struggling to draw Garrick with him to
Ireland, though it was evident that such a measure would be the ruin of the actors
who remained unemployed.’

Reading Macklin’s first sally, Garrick’s persuasive reply, and then Macklin’s bit-
ter response, it is difficult not to conclude that the public response described
by Murphy was basically a just verdict on the matter. Macklin and Garrick were
able to patch up their relationship, but the incident had soured the affiliation
between them and Macklin would never be entirely free of a grudge against Gar-
rick. When his playing of Macbeth was disrupted by hissing from the audience
some three decades later, Macklin, without any real evidence, believed that at
some level Garrick was responsible for the commotion.
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(3)

To the Author of the Lonvon Da1Ly Post.

S TR,

§ there have been many Repotts to my
Prejudice, I defire you will publith
the trueand only Reafon, why Ihave
not yet appear’d upon the Stage this

Winter. Many of the Perfons concern’d in the
late Struggle with the Manager, might have
been left deftitute had I defested them; therefore
I thought it incumbent on me to endeavour at
their Reconciliation with-my own,| upon reafona-
ble Terms; this]have almoft accomplifhed, and
hope I am excufable for not playing till it ‘is de-
termin'd.

THO’ Iam fenfible my Affairs are too in-
confiderable to-be laid before the PupLick, yet
as I am their Servant, and have been fo much fa-
vour'd with their Indulgence, I thought it my
Duty to convince 'em that it is neither Obfinacy,
ot Exorditancy, but a quite different Motive,
that detains me fo long from doing my utmoft
to contribute to their Entertainment.

Iam, Sir, your humble Servant,

D. GARRICK,

A THE
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(¢)

OF
CHARLES MACKLIN, Comedian.

BEG leave humbly to make this Addrefs to

the Publick; refleting, notwithftanding my
own- Infignificancy;) that Perfons-of | the higheft
Rank have frequently paid 4 'regard to the Thea-
tre; and condefcended, not only to applaud
the Merit, but fometimes to look down upon
the Diftrefs; of an Aétor,

IT is from hence, and in order to vindicate
my felf from many injurious Afperfions, level-
led againft me, without any Foundation in Faft
or Equity, that I prefume to exhibit a fhort
State of the prefent Conteft between Mr, Garritk
and myfeif.

AT the Beginning of the laft Seafon, Mr.
Garrick and I entered into a ftri®@ Friendfhip
together, and mutually engaged to adhere to
each other, and not to act upon feparate Stages.—
Towirds the End of the Seafon, Mr, Garrick,
upon fome Difguftat the Manager, publickly pro-
tefted that he would never at again under him;
and accordingly hedefifted from Acing for atl’xout

three
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three Weeks together in May laft.—At this time,
I was entering upon a Treaty with Mr. Fleet-
wiood for the prefent Seafon, and was offcred the
fame Salary and Advantagesas I reccived for
the laft, with an Advancement of 200/, Mr.
Flectwood prefiing me to conclude the Agree-
ment, which I declined, out of a frict Regard
to my Engagement with Mr., Garrick.

SOON afwerwards it was seported, that Mr.

Quin and Mr. Garrick were entering into an A-
greement to act together: Upon which, Mr,
Fleetwood urged me again to engage myfelf to
him. But when I communicated this to Mr.
Garrick, he infited, that[ fhould refufe, upon
any Terms whatever, to enter into any Engage-
Jment.
. THE intended Agreement between Mr.
Quin and Mr. Garrick being afterwards dropp'd,
Mr. Garrick told~me; rthat he, was-determin'd
to take the Theatre in Lincoln’s-Tnn- Frelds; and
defired me to go in his Name to Mr. Rich, to
treat for that Houfe; The Propofals for whioh
were delivered to Mr, Rich in Mr. Garrick's own
Writing —But this Scheme Hkewife fail'd; As
Mr. Garrick would be tyed to. the Houfe only
for one Year certain,

AFTER thefe Projects and Difappoint-
ments, when I enquired of Mr. Garrick how we
were to proceed, he folemnly declared and pro-
tefted to me upon every occafion, that he would
never defert me; but that we fhould fhare our
Theatrical Fortunes together, according to the
Proportion we held under Mr. Fleetwood fre-
quently telling me, that at the worft we might
both go to Ireland, and be able to gain there, very
nearly as much, as we had received from the
Manager.

A3 THIS



[Anon.], Mr. Macklin’s Reply to Mr. Garrick’s Answer 75

(6)

THIS was to be our Dernier Refort, accord-
ing to Mr. Garrick’s own frequent Declaration.
~—After which, Ibeg leave to fubmit it to the
Publick, whether I have not caufe to complain,
if it be true, as he has declared to me himfelf,
that he has entered into Engagements with Mr.
Fleetwood, without my Knowledge or Confent;
And upon being admitted himfelf, has agreed
that [ fhall abfolutely be excluded from the
Theatre,

THIS is heightned with great Cruelty, by a
Charge which is level'd againft me, of Ingrati-
tude; A Crime, which I have the utmoft abhor-
rence of, and am fenfibly affected with the bare
Imputation of it: But | have not apprehended,
becaufe a Gentleman has acted towards me with
Humanity in my Diftrefs, that therefore he has
an abfolute Right over me, and to load me with
Qppréfiion;~as long-as] live:=At the fame time
1 bear, -and" thall ‘always continue 'to bear, a
thankful Remembrance of all Mr, Fleetwood’s
Favours upen that melancholy Occafion,

NOTHING but ajuft Deteftation of the
Sin of Ingratitude, anda paffionate Defire to clear
my felf from it, could induce me to mention a
Circumftance fo thocking to my felf :—It has
been extremely ungenerous in fome Perfons, to
propagate this cruel Imputation againft me, and
publickly to declare it the real Foundation, upon
which I am to be abfolutely deprived of my
Livelihood:—When the Truth is, that not my
Propenfity to Ingratitude, but a contrary Prin-
ciple, my Steadinefs and Attachmens to all my 04-
hgations, has made me the Mark of Sevetity.

THAT I long acted with particular Zeal to
Mr. Fleeswaed, undera Series of fubfequent Op-
preflions, may fhortly appear, in a Letter which

1t
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it is my Intention to publifh upon this Subject.
And 1 do folemnly aver, in this Place, that I
was not the Ringleader of this Seceflion from
Mr. Fleetwood, but concurred in it merely by the
Influence of Mr, Garrick.

IN my prefent Situation, Mr. Garrick, under
pretence of a tender Feeling for my Misfortune,
has thought fit to make me the following injuri-
ous Propofal; That I fbould receive 61, per Week,
Playboufe Pay, out of his Pocket; And that my
Wife foould be admitted into Mr. Rich’s Theatre
at 31, per Week, Playboufe Pay, Upon which
Terms he has the Weaknefs to imagine, that he
aéts like a Man of Insegrity, and that I haveno
caufe left of Complaint.——But not to enter in-
to the Fallacy and enfnaring Conditions of thefe
Propofals, (which are only for this Seafon, and
are calculated to exclude me for ever from the
Theatre,) theycarry thisevident Bafenefs intheir
Front; That their Author,”inftead of adbering
to his Engagements, wilfully éreaks them; and
inftead of taking Sbame to himfelf for his Trea-
chery, infolently affumes the Air of Generfity, to
the Man he betrays.

BUT that my Defire of accepting any rea-
fonable Terms may clearly appear; I beg leave
to declare, That I fhall' thankfully receive from
Mr. Fleetwood, Three Fourths of the fame weekly
Salary for myfelf and my Wife, for the Re-
mainder of this Seafon, (with our Benefits) which
we had the laft Seafon; Or whatever other
Terms fhall be judg'd to be reafonable, by any
three impartial Gentlemen.

The foregoing is a juft Detail of Mr. Garrick’s
Condu, which I prefume he will not venture
to deny, as he has acknowledg’'d moft of the
Particularsto Gentlemen of Honour and Veracity.

Ay AND
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A ND now I humbly fubmit my Cafe to the
Publick ; hoping that a-Defire to vindicate my-
felf from cruel Afperfions, and te preferve that
Portion of their Favour, which they have honour-
ed me with, will never be deem’d unbecoming of
an Actor ; who has made it his Ambition, to ob.
tain their Applaufe, and thought it his Duiy to
confider himfelf as their Servant,

Dee.s 3743 Charles Macklin.

Tothe Pusrick,

HEREAS an Appeal to the Town

has this Day been difpers’d by Mr.
MACKLIN, in which are contain’d many
falfe and injurious Affertions, calculated merely
to prejudice me this Night : 1 humbly hope the
PusrLick will fufpend their Judgments, until by
2 fair Stite of the Cafe, which hall be publifh’d
in a Day ortwo; I thall endeavour to convince
them of my Integrity, with regard to my Engage-
ments with Mr, Mackisn, or any other Comedian,

David Garrick.

M.
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Mr. GARRICK’s
ANSWER
Mr. Macklin’'s CASE.

N Tuefday Morning was publith’d, The Cafe
of Mr.MacktLin, in! which 'were con-
tained many Falthoods, prejudicial to my Cha-
rater and Intereft : The unjuft and difhoneft
Meéthods he took to difturb the Audience, and
prejudice my Performance, without giving me
Time to anfwer him, may convince the Publick
to what mean Arts he was reduc’d to injure the
Man who has behav’d to him with the Gricteft
Integrity and Friendfhip, as may appear from
the following fincere Detail of what pafs'd be-
tween him and me upon the Subject of his pre-
tended Grievances.

I N this Detail 1 fhall not make ufe of any
Art of Writing, which Mr. Macklin fo much af-
fefts, as I am convinc’d that the naked State of
the Fa& on my Side will operate more ftrongly
on the Publick than the moft powerful Enchant-
ment of #ords ; the only and the mean Recourfe

of thofe who have not Truth on their Side.
THE
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THE Engagements I was under /0 fbare
Theatrical Fortunes with Mr, Macklin, tho’ prior,
were not firanger than, nor any way different from,
thofe which we both enter’d into with that Part of
the Company which thought themfelves ag-
griev’d. Our particular Engagement every Man
of common Senfe muft underftand to be engraft-
ed into that poflerior and more general one we
enter’d into of the fame nature, fince Mr. Mack.
Jin himfelf confented to make the other Players
Parties in it, and thought their agrecing to it of
fuch Importance, that he then proposd to have
the joint Agreement of the whole Body reduced
to Writing, that the Obligation might be equal-
Iy and mutually binding upon us all, By this it
became 2 Common Caufe, without any {pecial
Jeparate Diftin&tions in favour of Mr, Macklin,
and was to be profecuted or dropt as the general
Senfe-and Inteteft of the Wholecontrating Par-
ties fhould dire@.

THIS Engagement was not a mere Mattes
of Refentment only, but of Interef likewife,

WE had apply’d to the Lord Chamberlain
for a Licence : But failing, we thought that our
Bufincfs now was not kow to purfue, but how
to get rid of our Engagement in the beft man-
ner we could,

THE prudential Confideration then took
place, in what manner the Diftrefles of our dif-
appointed Party were to be prevented or reliev’d,

TO apply to the Manager was the natural
Recourfe of thofe whofe Neceflities were moft
prefiing.  Every Man in the Company (Mr.
Macklin excepted) thought that our Difappoint-
ment render’d it confiftent not only with our
Interett, but our Honour, to provide for our-

felves,
THE
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T HE Manager, perhaps, thinking that I was
of moft Importance to his Intereft, folicited me
firongly to return to the Houfe, which I abfo-
lutely refufed unlefs Provifion was made for thofe
who had enter’d into the above Engagement.
The Diftrefles of the other Parties render’d it ab-
folutely neceffary for them to with for a Recon«
ciliation. The great Objection with the Manager
lay againft Mr. Macklin ; and tho’ in common
Juftice I did not think that the Engagements I
was ynder to Mr, Mackiin ought to be balanc’d
with thofe I was under to the whole Bady of the
other Players ; yet I made it a Point not to en-
gage with Mr. Fleetwood, without a total Com~
prehenfion, At the fame time I moft fincerely
labour’d to get the better of the Manager’s pn-
vate and perfonal Reafons for excepting Mr.
Macklin. 1offered to fubje myfelf under a Pe-
nalty to anfwer for\his Behaviour, provided Mr.
Macklin was taken in.  On the other hand, my
Concern for the other Players, made me earneftly
with that fome Mean might be found how to make
it Mr. Macklin's Interef to be eafy, in cafe the
Reafons of the Manager againft him thould prove
to be invincible,

FOR this purpofe, a Meeting of four Gen-
tlemen {two of them named by Mr. Macklsn, and
two by me) was propofed, and accepted. In
this Meeting I offered to provide for Mrs, Mack-
lin, in London, in cafe Mr, Mackiin, for the fake
of the other unprovided-for Players, would play
in Ireland for the Winter. But this he rejeted.

HOWEVER, Mz, Macklin faid he would go
to Ireland till Affairs were in a better Situation
here : He wrote there (unknown to me or any
of the Body) to learn how the Stage went on,

and fpoke to an Agent about agrecing for himfelf
and
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and Wife, Asthe Profits that might arife there
were precarious, [ fent a Gentleman to him to
tell him, That if he would continue his Refolu-
tion to go to Ireland for this Winter, that |
would make up his Gains there to any reafona-
ble Sum that fhould be fix'd upon, He promis'd
upon this to fee the Gentleman again, but did
not 5 nor do I know the Reafon why he alter'd
his Defign,

MEAN-WHILE the Diftrefles of the other
Players increas’d in proportion as the Time of
their Admiffion was deferr’d, and I found my-
felf greatly embara(s'd betwixt their prefling, real
Neceflities, and Mr. Mackiin’s untractable, un.
reafonable Obftinacy. This being the true State
of the Cafe, common Humanity foon determined
me upon the Part T was toaét; but fill with the
moft tender, {crupulous Regatd to Mr, Macklin’s
Intereft :-For,Mr. Macklin came-aftento me, and
hearing .I' was“about ‘to engage, defird me to
defer it. 1did {o; and told him I would come
into any Scheme for his Service: But every Hope
vanithed, and the other Adors thought their
Condition brought to 2 melancholy Crifis ; as [
muft now determine whether I was to follow the
Diftates of a juft and generous Compaffion, or
indulge Mr, Macklin in an unjuft and deftrutive
Perfeverance, as will appear by the following af-
fecting Letter,

$SIR,

¢ NMR. Garrick has inform’d us, That he and
¢ you, with four other Gentlemen, met laft
¢ Night, in order, if poflible, to determine in your
¢ Cafe ; but fays, That notwithftanding the ftrong
¢ Reprefentations ufed by him and the Gentlemen
¢ on his Side of the Queftion, of the Hardfhgps

¢ that
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© ¢hat the remaining Part of the Body muft fuf.
¢ fer by it, you ftill infit upon his refufing all
¢ Means of Accommodation with the Manager
¢ of Drary-Lane Theatre, till Terms are like-
¢ wife obtain'd for you,

« THIS has induc’d us to fend our Thoughts
¢ to you upon this head, to which we defire a
¢ fpeedy and conclufive Anfwer,

¢« W H E N all Hopes of Succefs from our Ap-
¢ plication to the Lord Chamberlain were de-
¢ ftroyed, you were the only Perfon who did ot
« think our Engagements to each other ceafed
¢ from that Moment, as we had made an Attenipt
¢ to obtain Redrefs and-failed init. In confe-
¢ quenee of this, fome apply*d to the Manager,
¢ and were received, and one was refufed by him.
¢ This we tzke notice of to fhew, that you were
¢ then fingular in your Opinion, and ftill continue
 fo, by infifting)that\ our Enpagements-are not
¢« yet diffolv’d, but that we'are obliged  to abide
¢ together under the Certainty of Want, without
¢ the moft diftant Profpect of Relief,

¢« A'S an honeft Motive united us, we regret
« and lament the Canfe of our Separation: We
¢ think with you, that it is very hard that any
¢ Part of us fhould fuffer in confequence of our
¢ Attachment to each other ; but when our Af-
« fairs ate reduced to fo fatal a Dilemma, tha:t
‘ fome muft unavoidably meet Misfortune ;
¢ common Prudence, as well as common Honefty,
¢ will direct our Choice to that which appears to
¢ be the leaft Evil,.——To fpeak plaingr,

¢ Mr. Garrick (as the Perlg; amongft us the
¢ moft conducive to the Manager’s Intercft) has
¢ been ftrongly follicited to return to his Theatre,
“ yet has he refufed to comply €ill fome Terms’
“ might be procured for the People comemcl?;

¢ tho'’
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¢ tho’ it was the opinion of all but you, that as
< our Attempt had failed, our Engagements
¢ ceafed, and every one wasat liberty to fhift for
¢ himfelf in the beft manner he could. Yet he
¢ confidered, poflibly, that tho’ his Honefty was
¢ releafed, his Honour might be bound, and in
¢ that Suggeftion endeavoured to facilitate the
¢ Return of every one elfe: This was propofed
¢ to and debated with the Manager, who with
¢ much Difficulty and great Struggles, confented
¢ to receive All, (upon the Terms he might
¢ make with them, and the Aflurance of Mr,
¢ Garrick’s engaging with him) except You,whom
¢ in the moft {olemn manner he protefted againft,
¢ declaring, that it never either fhould or could
¢ be, but that he would facrifice every Intereft he
¢ 'had in the World, rather than confent to it.
¢ This Refolution, thro’ repeated A pplications to
“ himy he ftill, preferves-and perfifts-in!

$'THIS, Sir, is the State of our prefent Con-
¢ dition ; this is the melancholy Situation we be-
¢ hold youin: The Humanity that makes us feel
¢ your Diftreffes, only carries us, by a more pain-
¢ ful Tranfition to our own. To be undone for
¢ Company can be but fmall Comfort to the
¢ Wretched, and voluntarily to make that Com-
¢ pliment is flying in the Face of Natuse's firlt
¢ Law.——But to return a little clofer to our
¢ Bufinefs.

¢ Mr. Garrick farther tells us, That in order
¢ to relieve or lighten this Evil, he propofed
¢ your engaging for the remaining Part of the
¢ Seafon in Jreland ; that probably by next Win-
¢ ter Affaits might wear a better Afpect, and that
¢ in the mean time Mrs. Macklin fhould be fe-
¢ cured her Salary, proportionable to the De-

¢ ductions made from every body who returned :
¢ This
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« This we cannot but think fair and reafonable,
¢ g it is certain that the Manager will not agree
¢ with you, nor with us the remaining People,
¢ unlefs Mr. Garrick engages : So that by infift-
« ing upon this Pundtilio of Honour, you pre-
¢ vent Mr. Garrick from receiving an handfome
¢ Income for his Performance this Seafon, us
« from being re-inftated, and contribute not one
¢ Jotto your own Intereft, or Return to the
¢ Theatre.

« WE defire you will weigh this with the
¢ Attention it deferves, and remember that the
¢ fame Ties of Honour (if there are any) that
« bind Mr., Garrick to you, fubfift betwixt him
¢ and us: There is an Expedient found out for
¢ you, unlefs you accept of it there can be none
< for us  for Mr, Garrick’s going to Ireland, or
¢ refufing to play with the Manager here, are
¢ equally(deftractive fo 035 therefore we again
¢ recommend the Confideration of it to you:
¢ Make 2 little Sacrifice of your Convenience for
¢ a Time to the Interefts of fo many People,
¢ who only plead from the Reafonablenefs of
¢ their Caufe, and the Honefty of their Inten-
¢ tions. We are,

S IR, your bumble Servants,

W. Mills  W. Pritchard

Nov. 1th, E . Mills  H, Pritchard
1743, F. Leigh  E. Berry

W. Havard  E. Woodburn,

“P.S. AS this is an Affair that will admit of no
¢ delay, we-defire your fpeedy Anfwer.’

THE next Day after the Date of the above
Letter, I received the following from the fame
Perfons.

Noveiiber
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November 8, 1743,
S IR,
‘HEAR ING that you have determined
¢ *~ togo to Ireland, in confequence of the
¢ Mecting you had on Sunday laft with Mr,
* Macklin; and being made acquainted with
¢ the Reafons that have induced you to it, we
¢ the fubcribing Perfons have fent a Letter to
¢ Mr. Macklin upon that Head, and there-
¢ fore beg the Favour of you to refpite your Re-
¢ folution of going for a few Days, till we re-
¢ ceive his Anfwer,  You very well know that
¢ if you go we muft be made 2 Sacrifice, nor
¢ can we fee how it will benefit him in the leaft.
¢ We likewife think, that if any Tie or Obliga-
¢ tion be fubfifting, we havean equal Title to it
¢ with Mr. Macklin, We are,
§ IR, your chliged bumble; Servants,

W. Milis W. Pritchard
E, Milis H. Pritchard
F, Leigh E. Berry

W.Havard  E.Woodburs.

M. Fleetwood in the mean time would not
hearken to Mr. Macklin's being engaged, tho'
offered to play for 2 hundred Guineas lefs this
Winter, if he-would receive him into his Houfe.
I then made Intereft with Mr. Rich, who agreed,
tho’ his Company was fo full, to take m Mrs.
Macklin at three Pounds a Week and a Benefit,
and | made an Offer to Mr. Mackiin of fix
Pounds a Week out of my own Salary for this
Seafon, as a Confideration for his beimg out of
Bufinefs, and told him I would allow him more,
if his Friends thought it not enough, til] I could
reconcile him with the Manager.  This ke alfo
refufed.

I
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I DID enterinto an Engagement the laft
Summer with Mr., Macklin, to do our utmoft to
withftand any Oppreflion of the Managers againt
the Players, and to fet upa third Company, if
poffible; and our Refolution was to act together.

O UR Endeavours did not fucceed, the Per-
fons who came into the Agreement met, and as
there was no Hopes of a third Company, it was
the Opinion of all but Mr, Macklin, That every
one thould provide for himfelf: Accordingly
many of em did, and others were rejected. |
had very great Propofals made me, but I re-
fos’d ’em, and told the Manager, I did not
think it juft in me to engage with him, tll the
others were reafonably provided for.

He made an Objection to Mr, Macklin: Ires-
fon’d the Hardfhips often with him, and prefs'd
him to receive him, and that I would be an-
fwerable for his-Behaviour : A often as I-utg’d
this, he told "me, He' could’not then "take" him
into the Houfe. 1 ftill kept off for feveral
Weeks ; and the reft of the People being greatly
diftrefs’d, wrote to me and Mr. Macklin on the
Situation of their Affairs; he fent them no An-
fwer to their repeated Letters, but at laft defird
there might be a Meeting of four Gentlemen to
determine the Affair; the reft of the Players
fic’d their Gentlemen, their Time and Place,
and he would not meet them.

Mr, Macklin often came to me upon hearing
I was about to engage, and defir’d me to defer it
for fome Days, for particular Reafons; 1 did fo
feveral Times, and told him I was willing to
come into any Scheme to do him Service.

Mr. Fleetwood ftill perfifting in his Refolu-
tion, and the other People being in the greate(t

Diftrefs, he told me that he had defign’d writing
B me
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me a Letter to defire me to engage : Hedid not
do this, nor did 1 drop my Sollicitations to My,
Fleetwood 5 may, T (ll offer’d Mr. Fleetwood to
take an Hundred Guineas lefs Salary if he would
engage him, but he protefted he could not then,
his Affairs were {o circumftanc’d.

I THEN applyd to Mr, Rich, he refufed
taking both Mr. Macklin and his Wife, but
upon many repeated Applications he confented
to take Mrs. Macklin at Three Pounds a Week
and a Benefit: 1 then propos’d paying M,
Macklin, as a Confideration for bis being out of
Bufineff, Six Pounds a Week out of my Salary,
for this Seafon, to begin from the firft Day of
my Pliying, and promis'd in the' mean time
that T would continually endeavour to bring
about an Agreement between him and the Ma.
nager, and told him I would not reft till he was
re-inftated at DruryLanel (This likewife he has
refus’d.

HAVING laid thefe Fads before the Public, it
may be expetzd that Ifhould take Notice of fome
Things advanc’d by Mr, Macklinin his Cafe.

Mr. Macklis fays, That he might have had
s00/. more Salary if he would have engag'd with
Mr. Flestwood, alone.  He has omitted in his
Cafe the Reafons he has always given why he was
made that Offer, which were to induce him to
confent with the Managers to lower Mirs. Clive’s
and my Salary. I fhall fubmit to the Confidera-
tion of the Publick, how likely it is that Mr.
Macklin fhould have 200/, to reduce our Sala-
ries, who, I may venture to fay, were of more
Service to the Manager than himfelf.

BUT farther, [ am authorized by the Ma-
nager to acquaint the Public, That he never made

him any fuch Offer, but advanc’d him laft Seafon
from
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from 61 per Week, to 9/ a Week, merely
from his Pretence of an Influence over me.

Mr. Quin and I did enter into an Agreement
to act together for a few Nights laft Summer, but
how that could confequentially urge Mr. Fleet-
wood to engage Mr. Macklin, I cannot poffibly dif-
cover. 1 did agree to take Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields
Playhoufe, but Mr. Macklin knows, that he and
Mr. Rich had confulted feveral Times before
about it, and the Reafon why we did not agree was,
that I would not confent to a Cartel propos’d by
Mr. Mackiin to me, by which the Liberty we were
then ftruggling for muft have been entirely loft.

Mr. Mackiin fays, that my Agreement with
the Manager abfolutely excluded him from the
Theatre. This is a Fa@ which, as Mr. Macklix
has afferted, " {o it is incumbent upon him to prove
it; as I here abfolutely and folemnly difavow and
deny all fuch'Agreement!; and am ready ¢o prove
that [ endeavour'd to the utmoft of my Power to
have him included.

Mr. Mackiin laft Saturday, when I told him
of my going to engage, and upon my giving him
an Account of my Proceedings, faid I had done
my utmoft for him, and that his Friends would
fhew their Refentment to the Managers, and not
to me. He then told me I might do him and
myfelf Service, by fpeaking to my Friends to
join his, and not to proceed in my Performance
till he was recall’d : I told him I would do him
any Service that lay in my Power, but as I was
engag’d, I muft do the Managers Bufinefs, and
that I fhould not fpeak to any Friend in particu-
lar to be there. He then told me he would print
his Cafe; but I little imagin’d he, of all Men,
would treat me in the Manner he has done, or

that he could prevail ypon a Set of Gentlemen
to
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to condemn me unheard, by his falfe and incre-
dible Affertions,

I MUST take Notice of 2 moft cruel and
falie Report, which is not foreign to the Sub-
Je&t, as it has been rais’d on purpofe to hurt me
at this Time, whichis, That] have {poke difre-
fpectfully of the Gentlemen of Ireland, and Ido
hereby folemnly avow never to have fpoke, or
thought even with Indifference of that Country,
of which I fhall ever have the moft grateful Re-
membrance for the many fignal Marks of Favour
I received there,

BUT to end all Difputes with Mr. Mackiin
about Breach of Promife, it was propos'd by his
own Friend in his Prefence, that if the Manager
could not be prevail’d upon to admit him into
the Company, I fhould pay him a Salary out of
my own in Proportion to our Incomes.” What
Lhave offet'd is more, than was requit’d, and yet
this is cfteem’d by him an Injarious Propofal.

I ASK Pardon of the Public for the Incor-
rectnels of this Defence of my Conduc 5 but the
Attack upon me was fudden and unexpected ; as
Mr, Mackiin publi’d his Cafe only Yefter-
day. Had he allow’d me more Time, I might
have finif’d this Paper more to the Satisfaction
of the Public ; as the Cafe ftands, 1 fubmit my
Chara®er and Condu& to the World, and am
ready to fubmit to its impartial Judgment,

December 7, ’
742 D. Garrick.
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TO

Mr. Garrick's Anfwer

TO THE

C'A"S"E

Charles Macklin, Comedian.
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SIR,

it had been lefs tedious and confufed,

thould have received: 4t earlier Notice ;
yet though it is incumbent upon me to make a
Reply, Ichufe at prefent to addrefs it only to
yourfelf, without prefuming any further to apply
to the Public; fenfible as [ am, that my Diftrefs
has obtained fome Regard, not from any Impor-
tance or Merit of mine, but from a general Ab-
horrence of Treachery and Defertion ; And from
the Refolution of Gentlemen of Honour, to dif-
courage and brand a faithle[s Condu@, upon
whatever §rage it fhall venture to appear,

YOUR ptinted Anfwer to my Cafe, if

Y OU are pleafed to take notice at firft of
the Art of IVriting and Enchantment of IWerds
in my Cafe ; And defire to be exculed for your
own Deficiency in thefe Particulars: It feems
Truth is all that you wifh to be tried by ; And

C2 that-
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that the Jutegrity of your Condu may be fairly
determined by that facred Principle,

HOW well you have fupported yourfelf uF-
on this Bafis, and proved the Falfity of my Cafe,
will immediately appear.——That we had fo-
lemnly engaged to adhere to each other ; And
that in confequence of this, you infifted with
me, that I thould refufe to agree with Mr, Fleer-
woud for this Seafon ; That accordingly, out of
Regard to my Engagements with you, and to
your earneft Requeft, I did refufe to agree,
though I was follicited to it by the Manager; You
have not been able to deny. That you
{olemnly protefted, that you would never defert
me, after the Dance you had led me to take;
And that our Dernier Refart, according to your
own frequent Declaration, was to aét together
for the Winterin-Ireland 5 You- havenot pre-
tended to controvert.—— And yet, notwithftand-
ing thefe folemn Engagements between us; The
faithful Adherence to them on my part, and your
sepeated Proteftations of Fidelity and Steadinefs,
it is evident that you haveabfolutely deferted me,
and agreed with Mr, Fleetwood yourfelf, in Ex-
clufion of me from the Theatre,

T O thefe clear Allegations againft you, which
you have not been able to deny, what An-
fwer have you given? Why, 1. That we
both afterwards enter'd into a Contra& with
other Actors, which was diffolved ; And there-
fore that all your prior Engagements to me were
diffolved likewile : Though you acknow ledge, that
I ulways declared they were not to be diflolved.

249,
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2, That you were intreated to defert me, bya
Letter from feveral mecefftous A&ors, 3. That
you have fairly and generoufly offered me a Part
of the Gains you are to make by your Defertion
And that I am fo unreafmable and obftinate, a8
to reject this Howourable Propofal,

THIS is the whole Subftance of your prolix
Anfwer ; which I fhall now particularly confi-
der, according to the Refpe which I defire to
pay to every thing you alledge. Long af-
ter my Refufal to a& with Mr, Fleetwood, by
your Perfuafion ; And our folemn Engagements
to each other, It wasagreed by us both, to re-
ceive the Affiftance of other A&ors, which they
voluntarily offered ; In order to give the more
weight to an Application for Redrefs, by the u-
nited Petition of an opprefled Body.—But as foon
a3this Schieme was defeated;our Union with thefe
A®tors, founded upon this Application, was dif-
folved by Confent ; And we two of courle recurred
to our original Engagements: This Scheme of
joining to ourfelves the reft of the Actors, being
only a Purfuit of our original Engagements, not
a Diffolution of them; And after the Defeat of
this Scheme we were 'at liberty to try any other
Expedient ; Or upon the Failure of all, our Der-
;u'er Refort was fixed, for ating together in Jre-
and,

THESE were your own Sentiments, con-
firm’d by the moft folemn repeated Proteftations 5
until fome Perfons, taking hold of your natural

Propenfity to Ficklene/s, put you (to ufe your own
C3 Phrale
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Phrale in your Anfwer) upan gesting rid of your
Engagements, as well as you could ; And fur.
nithed you with this new kind of Logic 5 that
every Contraét or Step, in Purfuit of a firft En.
gagement, attually diffofves that Engagement,

T O illuftrate this further: Put the Cafe, that
a Perfon has enter'd into a folemn Agreement
with another, and drawn him thereby from an
advantageous Situation, upon repeated Protefta-
tions never to defert him: Suppofe afterwards,
that they receive the Affiftance of other Perfons,
in order to execute a particular Scheme, . which
fails ; It is evident that the Union with the reft,
fo far as it was founded upon this particular
Scheme, is fairly diffolved : But can any Gen-
tleman of Honour fay, that the original Agree-
ment between the firft two Contraftors is broken
thereby, without) the\Confent lof bothys) o that
the Perfon, who firft feduced” the other from his
ealy Situation, can jutly relinquith him to the
Refentment of Owe, who was his Friend, and
whom this Seducer had forc'd him to make his
Enemy ?

PUT the Cafe further, that this Seducer at
the fame time carries Favour HiMseLF with the
Perfon, to whofe Refentment he relinquithes the
other ; And thus gratifies not only a freacberous,
but alfoan gvaritious Difpofition ;»—— And then
be fo good to tell, whofe Piffure thisis ; for you
very well know, and are a foud Admirer of the
Original,

THE
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THE fecond Part. of your Defence, is a Let-
ter to me from feveral og’ the Actors, who were
concerned in the Scheme for applying for Redrefs.
They tell me, according to the Leﬁm which was
given them, and the new Logrz, That they
underftood * The Difapposintment of a Licence to
“ be an abfolute Diffolution of all Engagements ;
¢ and defire, in regard to their Necelities, that
“ T will not infitt upon any Punétilio of Hinonr
“ with you, but will abfolutely releafe you
“ from all Promifes; That I may go myfelf
“ overto Ireland, feparate from my Wife, who
“ was to be provided for here ; And that proba-
¢ bly Things might in future Seafons wear a
“ more kind Afpett in my favour.”~—This
was fuch a2 mean Impofition upon THEIR Di-
Jrefs, calculated merely to be produced in Defence
of your DEsErTiON, that I difdained to give
it ‘'an Anfwer—But it ought to| be)known, that
when this’ Letter was carried to Mrs. Clrve, and
her Name to it defired, fhe had the Honour and
Spirit' to refule, upon any Confideration, to be
made fo ridiculous a Tool to fo bafe a Purpofe.
And you ought to have been afhamed
voukseLF, of fuffering fuch an ungenerous
Hardthip to be put upon the Subfcriders, and
much more to be afbamed of putting fuch a Piece
of Mockery upon the Publick.

THE Letter to your felf from the fame Ac-
tors, is full of the fame mew Lagic, obtain’d in
the fame manner; And it is poflible you may
procure. fome further Letters in defence of the
former. But to fave you that trouble, you
need only declare publickly under your Hand,

Cs that
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that you neither approved nor knew of the Ex.
ient of thofe Letters to your felf and me, be-
ore they were fent to each of us; Andalfo that
you had enter’d into no Treaty with the Man?gcr
for your own Admiffion, exclufive of me, before
you received this Letter from the Actors :——
Some charitable Friend ought to have informed
fou, that thefe Particulars were abfolutely requi-
fite to have been inferted at firft in your Anfwer,
in order to fhew that this Part of your Defence
was not a Collufion: And it is now abfolutely in.
cumbent upon you to make this Declaration, in
order to prove that you have not grofsly prevari-

cated in your folemn Appeal to the Publick,

WHEN you have made fuch a Declaration,
if 1do not undeniably prove it to be falfe, I will
allow this part of your Defence all the juft
Weight it can poffibly have; ‘whichis;) that fe-
veral neceflitous Altors defir'd you to break your
Jolemn Engogements with me, and that you accord-
ingly broke them, ageinft my Confent, to my utter
Ruin and Exclufion from Lsvelibood,

THE laft Part of your Defence is, that you
have fairly and generoufly offer'd me a Part of
the Gains you are to make by your Defertion,
and that I have been fo unreafonable as to refufe
thefe Terms as injurious : This Offer 1
very far from proving your Integrity to your En-
gagements; on the contrary, it is only produc'd,
in order to palliate your Breach of them ;——
BefiZes, your Sincersty in it is much to be que-
ftion’d, notwithftanding your folemn Declara-
tion of it to the Publick :=——But all that I de-

fire
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fire of you, and have a riéht to defire, 1, that

ou will fulfil your former Engagements 3 Or that

may be replac’d in the Theatre, from whence
you feduc’d me, upon only three Fourths of the
fame weekly Salary, which T had the /gf Seafon,
and was offer’d for tbis by Mr, Fleetwood; As
s proper Punithment of my Folly in relying
upon your Faith; which is nearly ally’d, in
every refpet, to Gallic Fidelity.

THERE are other Particulars in your 4n-
fuwer, which, though foreign to the Purpofe, I
fhall give a Reply to; one of thefe is, when
you tell me, that [ omitted to mention upon
what account | was to receive an Advancement
of 200 /. ‘extraordinary from the Manager, for
this Seafon; This, fay you, he has always de-
clar’d, was, * To induce bim to confent with
w\ebe Manager to lrwer-Mrs) Clivels and my Sa-
“Jary:" And I do ftill aver it to be Fa&t, (not-
withftanding the Order you have receiv’d to deny
it) that Mr. Fleeswood, upon a Defign of re-
ducing the Salaries of moft of the Actors, of-
fer’d me an extraordinary Sum of 200/; provided
I would do my utmoft to check all Combinationg
for oppofing fuch a Reduction.

YOU add, < I/bail fubmit it to the Confrde-

“ vation of the Public, bow likely it is, that Mr.
“ Macklin fould bave 2001, to reduce our Sala-
“ 7ies, who, I may venture 1o [ay, were of mere,
“ Service to the Manager than bimfelf.” How-
ever unlikely it may feem to you, it will be eafily
apprehended by others, that ina Defignof re-
ducing the Salaries of the Aors in general,
(which,
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(which, accordifig o your ufual Propenfity to Flf.
hood, you confine to Mrs. Clive and yourfelf
only) the private Concurrence of one of the
Body, was a very weceffary Acquifition to be
made ; efpecially of one, who, to fay noth%g
of his Merit upon the Stage, had fome Weight,
aud a Charadter for Steadmefs, amorp the el
bf ete Adtors.  And T muft tell you, that if yeu
are not thought- to be fufficienty bumbled to the
Manager’s Content, by your notoriqus Treachery
;o myfelf, and your eftablifhd Repurdsion
or it, in the Opinion of others ; It will be the
Manager’s Bufiefs now to gein fome AQot
of Weight to his Intereft, in arder to cherk
and difconcert your future Exorbitancy,

THE Reafon why I omitted to mentiog in
my Cafe, upon what account I was to receive
this additidral 200)/, /Wa$ bécaue it was nothing
to the purpofe of the Difpute between us; which
depends only upon thefe Queftions, Wbether we
had not enter'd inta folemn Engagements to adbere
Joearh 2 Whether, in confequence of thefe, you
did net prevent me from agreeing with Mr. Fleet-
wood for this Seafon ?  And whetber you bave
not fince relinguifbed me to Mr, Fleétwood’s Re-
fentment, and at the Jame time agreed with bim
yourfelfy sn Exclufion of me from the Theatre ?

THESE are the Points upon which my
Complints againft you are founded ; and there-
tore it is no wonder indeed that you are endea-
vouring to defers them, and to flip into other
Quettions.

AT
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AT the fame time, my Refufal to be bribed
to betray the reft of my Brethren, is a Circum-
fance, which, if pou had paflef’d any Judgs
ment, you would particularly have avoided to
mentian ; As it nawrally: leads us to reflect beufron
your oppofite Comdu@. —When I have before
faid, that your Contra® with the reft of the
Adors, fo faras it was founded upon the Appli-
cation for Redrefs, was fairly diffolv’d upon the
Defeat of that Scheme, I have not included any
ather Engagemeats you enter’d into at the time
of that Diffolution :-~——How honourably you
have performd thefe Engagements, and what
Reduttion you fuffer yourfelf, whilft feveral of
the reft are reduced to Two Thirds, or One Half
of their former Salaries, I leave your own Con-
Jrience (under the Load of a Packer Agreement,
hefides [your apparent) Advabtages)and the pub-
licSighs of thefe AQors, to teftify.

NOT that I expe€t you will difcover any
Punéiure or Throb at your Heart, except for
the farcher Advancement of your own Wages;
thefe indeed. arg a fort of Qualms, with which
the Manager will find you continually troubled ;
you were exceflively fubjeit to them, whilft
you atted with Mr. Giffard at Goodman’s Fields,
where you were frrangely uneafy in your Mind,
and had odd Fits of Longing ; till at laft you had
ufurped One Half of the Profits of the wholeThe-
atre, from that generous Manager;—Whom the
next Sealon sfterwards, you meanly defersed
in his Treaty with Mr, Fleetwaod, contrary to

your
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your folemn Engagements: And after you had
gone through with Hrwm, as you have fince done
with Mg, a Wiater and Summer, in the warm+
st Proteftations of Friendfhip and Fidelity,

I'T is well known to the whole Body of the
Adors, whofe Letters you quote, that st the
time of the Diffolution of our Contract with them,
you protefted to me, in sheir Prefence, at your
own Chamber, that you would be the laft Perfon,
twbo foould engage with the Manager 5 In which
Belief you injurioufly kept me, by repeated Pro-
teflations to the fame purpofe, betore fevera)
Gentlemen, till within 2 few days before you
declared your Agreement with Mr, Flmwooz

ANOTHER Charge which you bring,
though foreign from the real Queftion between
us, 18, That Me, Flesrwiodadvanc'd my Salary
laft Seafon, merely'from my Pretence of an Influence
over you. This you may very well remember,
you imagin’d in your ufual Starts of Sufpi-
ciow, at the Beginning of the laft Seafon ; and
before you would engage, infifted upon know-
ing, whether. I had made any Advantages to
myfelf, upon fuch Pretences; when you were
folemnly affur'd, and fatisfy’d by Mr. Fleer-
woody that I had not : How therefore you can
venture to introduce Mr, Fleetweod, as now de-
claring the contrary, I muft leave him and you
to determine,

THAT Mr. Fleetwood defired me to attach
you to his Intereft, as far as fhould lie in my-

power, I do not deny; and I fincerely endea-
vour'd
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your'd in this, and every other Method [ could,
to promote his Advantage; How far this in
general, as well as my Diligence as an Actor,
might advance my Merit with the Manager, I
cannot decide ; nor do I apprehend it at all dif-
honourable in any A&or, to be as ferviceable ag
he can in attachingr the Reft to the Manager,
provided he is not fribed to concur in any Qp-
prefim or Exclyfion.—But this Infinvation of
my fealing Merit from you, is a juft §l€ecimen
of the Vanity and Dirtinefs of your Temper.
You know very well, that I have often advisd
you upon many Circumftances of your Alting ;
which you have allow’d to be sight, and have
accordingly adopted my Advice: And I am not
confcious that I had ever mote Benefit from you,
than you conftantly received from my Friend-
fhip. ——But as your Merit upon the Stage is
vaitly fuperiot to ming, this‘gives me the greater
right to complain of your Breach of Engage-
ments ; it was upon the Strength of your Power
that I ventur'd to fecede from the Manager :
And when we had united our Force togct%ler,
it was the more ungenerous fn you, who wag
the ftrongeft, to be guilty of Defertion. And
a you were the Steward of the greater Part, 1
have the ftronger reafon to call you to Account,

AS to my writing to Ireland, to know bow
tbe Stage went on there, (which is the aukward
Phrafe in your Anfwer) or my confulting with any
other Perfon without your Knowledge or Con-
fent, it was only in order for our mutual Infor-
mation ; and I always acquainted you with every
Particular, The Queftion is, Whether I ever

1ade
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mady any Agreement for my [alfy or wttempted 1
maks one feparase from yoté And you mag
Tame me with as much Force, as is contain’d in
this Charge, for having ever convers'd with
a Perfon 1n your Abfence. Of the fame
fort are all the reft of your trifling Affertions,
particularly that about Lincolns-Inn. Fields. Play-
gopfc, which is falle, and foreign to the Point
of your Treachery. In fhort, through the whole,
you have only miftaken a Msf of Words, for a
Cloud of Witneffes.

IT is neceffary, before I conelude, to remark.
upon your unhandfome Introdu&ion of. the
Meetings of Gentlemen upon our Bufinefs, with-
out their Leave for your inferting fuch Circums
flances 3 and though you know that the Refult
of thefe Meetings was always againft you, and-
confirm’d your) Engagements; yet |you canuot
forbear to give a' pretended-fhuffling Account in-
your Favour, of what paffed upon thefe Occafis
ons : Which not being permitted to appear, I thall
defift from obferving any further upon fuch Meet-
ibgs 5 but your Propenfity to beiray, having led

ou to publith fomewhat of what paffed only
tween ourfelves an the Saturday before youated,
(contrary to our Agreement, that no Ufe or Men-
tion fhould be made of that Meeting) it is proper
to relify your imperfe Account of it; And to
add one matetial Circumftance you have omitted ¢
which is, That though you boggled, at joining
your Friends to mine, in order to make a clas
mour againft you, yet you affured me, that yox
boped you fhauld be prevented by Gentlemen from:

aiting, until I was re-infiated in the Theatre.
AFTER
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AFETER this it muft appear extremely ri-
diculous in, {what youcally) your fiscere Detail,
to obferve you declaiming againft tbe unjuft and
difboneft Methods I took, to difurb the Audience,
and prejudice your Performance :— This Cir-
cumftance | have méntion’d with violence to my-
felf, although you have already publifh’d a great
Part of the Converfation without any Reftraint,
——But as you have no notion of Homour, Obli-
gations, or a Regard to the Charallers of Gentle-
men, who have condefcended to attend to our
perfonal Squabbles, it is impoffible to contend
with you, however unjuft your Caufe is, without
Jhooting back your own poifoned Arrows,

T O conclude, if I have treated you with
any Afperity in this Reply, it has been di@ated
by' & |fevere Feeling of the-Wrongs you have
done me's’ And by that jufk- Refentment, which
every Man of common Spirit and Senfe muft
bear againft treachoeous Ulage.,

IF you had been fincore in your oftentatious
Profeflions of Humanity and Integrity, you
would have referrd the Affair in difpute be-
tween us to the Arbitration of Gentlemen of
Honour and Impartiality, which you know I
have often invited you to, And by whofe Decifion
I am ready toabide, without any Referve,

I HAVE now only to defire yow calmly to
reflet, Whether you have prov'd my Cafe to
be a falfe and fcandalous Libel, according to
your arrogant Advertifement in the public Pa-
pers; And to remember, that you have caus’d
it to be declared in your Name, to a crouded

Theatre,
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Theates, That you will never: pttemp? 5o ah
#gain, wstil you bawe prov'd ymr InTReRITY
# Mz, and 10 cvery 0THER CoERIAN,

12 Dyes Charles Macklin,

3743




