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How was the work of Hannah More or Helen Maria 
Williams viewed by their contemporaries? Just as 
importantly, how did their reception compare to 
that of lesser-known women? This multi-volume 
reset collection will address a significant shortfall 
in scholarly work, offering the first comprehensive 
compilation of contemporary reviews of the work 
of women writers during the Romantic period. 
Reviews are grouped by year of publication and 
come from over a hundred different periodicals, 
including Gentleman’s Magazine, Critical Review, 
English Review, Antijacobin Review, Flowers of 
Literature, Lady’s Monthly Museum, Quarterly 
Review, Monthly Review, Edinburgh Quarterly 
Review and Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine.

This series reveals a different landscape 
for nineteenth-century women writers than 
previously imagined. Alongside reviews of well-
known authors sit those of writers and works 
that have been neglected or lost. The opinions of 
contemporary reviewers captured in these entries 
allow insight into social mores, as well as literary 
tastes and changing perceptions of women authors.

This collection will appeal to scholars of literature, 
women’s studies, print culture and the social 
history of late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-
century Britain.

Features reviews of approximately 300 women •	
writers

Includes over 1,200 separate articles from •	
more than 100 different journals

Provides information that may lead to the •	
identification of lost texts

Extensive general introduction and endnotes•	
Consolidated index in Part III•	

Engraving based on what came to be known as the Nine Living Muses 
of Great Britain (1778), after Richard Samuel

Romantic Women Writers Reviewed
Editor: Ann R Hawkins, Texas Tech University
Assistant Editor: Stephanie Eckroth

Women Writers Reviewed

Part I: (1789–90) 3 Volume Set: 1280pp: July 2011
978 1 85196 481 9: 234x156mm: £275/$495

Part II: (1790–3) 3 Volume Set: c.1200pp: April 2012
978 1 85196 482 6: 234x156mm: £275/$495

Part III: (1793–5) 3 Volume Set: c.1200pp: 2013
978 1 85196 483 3: 234x156mm: £275/$495
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Volume 1: 1789
Aberdeen Magazine; Analytical Review; Attic 
Miscellany; Biographical and Imperial Magazine; 
Critical Review; Edinburgh Magazine and 
Literary Miscellany; English Review; European 
Magazine; General Magazine and Impartial 
Review; Gentleman’s Magazine; Lady’s Magazine; 
Literary Magazine and British Review; Monthly 
Review

Volume 2: 1789–90
1789: New Annual Register; New Lady’s Magazine; 
New London Magazine; Scots Magazine; Town and 
Country Magazine; Trifler; Universal Magazine 
and Review; Universal Magazine of Knowledge and 
Pleasure; Walker’s Hibernian Magazine; Weekly 
Entertainer

1790: Aberdeen Magazine; Analytical Review; 
Annual Register; Attic Miscellany; Biographical 
and Imperial Magazine; Critical Review; Edinbugh 
Magazine, or Literary Miscellany

Volume 3: 1790
1790: English Review; Gentleman’s Magazine, 
1789–91: The Seward–Weston Debate; Introduction: 
Women Reviewed and Reviewing – Contextualizing 
Anna Seward’s Debate with Joseph Weston; 
Gentleman’s Magazine

Editorial Notes; Textual Notes; Contents by Magazine; 
Appendices to Volumes 1–3: A: Common Articles and 
Collation, Frances Brooke, Suzanne Cibber, Hannah 
Cowley, Ann Emelinda Foster, Dorothy Schlözer; 
B: Editorial Notes to Volumes 1–3; C: Translations 
of Foreign Words and Phrases; D: Quotations and 
Allusions; E: Magazine Headnotes; F: Headnotes 
to Authors in Reviews; G: Headnotes to Authors 
Referenced; H: Attributions and Identifications; I: 
List of Reviews Indexed but Not Included; J: Works 
Cited

Contents – Part I

The Most Reviewed Women
Anna Laetitia Barbauld

Anna Maria Bennett

Frances Brooke

Frances Burney

Hannah Cowley

Elizabeth, Lady Craven

Anne Fuller

M Harley

Laetitia-Matilda Hawkins

Elizabeth Inchbald

Jeanne La Motte, Countess de Valois

Catharine Macaulay/Graham

Hannah More

Elizabeth & Jane Purbeck

Susanna Rowson

Anna Seward

Charlotte Smith

Mariana Starke

Margaret Caroline Stewart

Hester Thrale/Piozzi

Jane Timbury

Sarah Trimmer

Helen Maria Williams

Mary Wortley, Lady Montagu
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ANALYTICAL REVIEW

General: On Novels Written by Ladies

Ref. 4 ( June), p. 223.
A��. ���. Th e Bastile: or History of Charles Townly. A Man of the World. In four 
vols. 12mo. p. 1098. Price 12s. sewed. Lane. 1789.

It may sound like high treason to our fair readers, yet truth compels us to declare 
that we open a novel with a degree of pleasure, when written by a lady, is not 
inserted in the title page; it is almost needless to premise, that we allude to the 
fl ock of novelists, who, by painting in gaudy colours the idle reveries of their 
imaginations, neither cultivated by experience nor curbed by fi xed principles, 
mislead the ignorant whom they have not abilities to improve, and catch the 
wandering eye that is seldom employed; nay, scarcely able to discriminate.

Th e history of Charles Townly has a moral tendency, and virtue appears 
in many pleasing unaff ected forms; the good characters are natural, and the 
pathetic incidents which occur, without being overstrained, are interesting. We 
cannot say the same of the humourous scenes, they are caricatures; the prom-
inent features, swelled even to distortion, tire instead of amuse; but we must 
not be too fastidious, or minutely mark the faults of a novel, which in the main 
deserves praise. 

Alexander, Judith

4 (August), p. 480.
A��. ������. Th e Young Lady of Fortune; or, Her lover gained by Stratagem. A 
Novel in Two Volumes. By a Lady. Crown 8vo. 200 p. Pr. 3s. sewed. Alexander. 
1789.

We can only say of this wretched farrago, that even we poor Reviewers, who 
have lately perused so many bad novels, did not expect to meet with such sheer 
nonsense: Th e story, sentiments and language, are on a par so very far below criti-
cism, that it would be absurd to particularize faults.  T. 
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North or South America

Ashgate Publishing Company
PO Box 2225, Williston
VT 05495-2225, USA
Telephone toll-free (US & Canada): 
(800) 535 9544
Other enquiries: (802) 276 3162
Fax: (802) 864 7626
email: ash.orders@aidcvt.com

Rest of World

Turpin Distribution Ltd
Stratton Business Park
Pegasus Drive
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
SG18 8TQ, UK
Telephone: +44 (0) 1767 604 951
Fax: +44 (0) 845 009 5840
email: books@turpin-distribution.com

Order Information

Pickering & Chatto Publishers, 21 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1A 2TH, UK; (0)207 405 1005; info@pickeringchatto.co.uk

Related titles

Anti-Jacobin Novels
General Editor: W M Verhoeven

Consulting Editor: Claudia L Johnson

This edition reveals the flipside of Romantic-era literature and politics. This set includes works by male and female 
writers holding a range of political positions within the Anti-Jacobin camp, and represents not only the French 
Revolution but the American Revolution, the Irish Rebellion and the political unrest in Scotland. The conservative 
authors are often explicitly opposed to the emancipation of women, and the edition is of interest to scholars of women’s 
studies as well as Romanticism. 

‘The editor of each volume has done a thorough and illuminating job’ The Wordsworth Circle

Part I: Volumes 1–5: 1560pp: 2005
978 1 85196 776 6: 234x156mm: £425/$750

Part II: Volumes 6–10: 2144pp: 2005
978 1 85196 781 0: 234x156mm: £425/$750

www.pickeringchatto.com/antijacobin

The Works of Mary Robinson
General Editor: William D Brewer

This critical edition presents all seven of Robinson’s novels for the first time. 

‘There are few better signs that a writer has reentered the canon than the appearance of a superbly 
edited collected works from Pickering and Chatto.’ The Wordsworth Circle

The Pickering Masters
Part I: 4 Volume Set: 1776pp: 2009
978 1 85196 953 1: 234x156mm: £350/$625

Part II: 4 Volume Set: 1840pp: 2010
978 1 85196 954 8: 234x156mm: £350/$625

www.pickeringchatto.com/robinson


