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expression when he says to Jessica of her lover: ‘Th ere will come a Christian by / Will be 
worth a Jewess’ eye’ (II.v.42–3).

p. 297, l. 16: Myrmidons: the Th essalonians who followed and fought on behalf of the Greek 
warrior Achilles at the siege of Troy in Homer’s Illiad, notorious for their brutality and 
unpleasantness.

p. 301, ll. 18–20: the old Proverb, that one Man might steal a Horse … &c.: a conventional 
saying that ‘One man may steal a horse, while another may not look over the hedge’, i.e., 
some people commit crimes with impunity, while others get punished for trivial off ences.

p. 316, ll. 10–11: the Cant-Word for killing: At the time, a common cant term for killing 
was ‘to crash’. See H. T. Potter, A New Dictionary of the Cant and Flash Languages, both 
Ancient and Modern; used by Gypsies, Beggars, Swindlers, Shoplift ers, &c. (London: W. 
Mackintosh, 1795), p. 24. 

p. 318, ll. 22–3: Piece of Spanish Money … Value of four Pistoles: the doubloon, a gold coin 
(6.77 grams) minted in Spain and New Spain in the early modern era; it became the 
model for other gold coins such as the French Louis d’or, the Italian doppia and the 
German pistole.

p. 322, l. 12: tout Degagé: French, meaning ‘very free and easy’. 
p. 326, l. 3: New-England: a region of English settlement in North America in the north-

eastern corner of what is now the United States.
p. 328, ll. 14–15: the Garden Wall of the Duchess of Marlborough: at Marlborough House in 

Pall Mall in Westminster, London; designed in 1709–10 by Sir Christopher Wren for 
John Churchill (1650–1722), the Duke of Marlborough, and inherited by Henrietta 
Godolphin (1681–1733), second Duchess of Marlborough.

p. 333, l. 8: Chevalier de l’Industrie: a French expression for one who lives by his wits, espe-
cially by swindling.

p. 334, l. 13: Landau: a four-wheeled carriage with a top that may be thrown back, fi rst made 
at Landau, Bavaria, in the eighteenth century.

p. 350, l. 17: Maskwell: Jack Maskwell is the villainous double-dealer in William Congreve’s 
comedy Th e Double-Dealer (1694). 

p. 356, l. 11: Mentor: a wise and faithful counsellor, so called from Odysseus’s guide, Men-
tor, the form Athena assumed when she accompanied him in his search for his father in 
the Odyssey.




