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Political broadsides are a 
fascinating window on to the 
tumultuous political and cultural 
landscape of the seventeenth 
century. By turns propagandist 
or satirical, these printed songs 
informed and reflected the views of 
the broader political nation. They 
took as their subject matter political 
heroes and villains, war and peace, 
and the divisions and harmonies 
of the Civil War, the Interregnum, 
the Restoration, the Popish Plot, the 
Exclusion Crisis and the Glorious 
Revolution.

This is the first accurate 
bibliography of its kind providing 
correct publication dates for 
many of the texts for the first 
time, as well as contextualizing 
notes throughout. The edition 
will be essential for scholars of 
seventeenth-century political and 
social history.

first comprehensive listing of all •	
extant broadside ballads

makes the crucial connection •	
between cultural, literary and 
material aspects (content, 
style, typography, imagery, the 
working of the market) and 
popular politics

provides a vital and previously •	
untapped source for 
understanding popular political 
consciousness of the time

offers the unique chance to •	
compare and contrast all 
the ballad-sheets that were 
produced at the same time
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This collection makes available, for the first time, a wide variety of 
women’s political writings from the seventeenth century. This four-
volume, reset and transcribed edition highlights the principles inherent 
in female political action such as women’s Civil War petitioning and 
Quaker women’s efforts to reform prison and tithing practices. Exploring 
a range of authors and writings, the work shifts the critical focus from 
the domestic to the political, providing a major re-evaluation of women’s 
writings from this period.

The edition presents women’s political statements as significant texts 
that fit within the broad range of men’s political writings and thoughts, 
including such significant works as Anne Clifford’s ‘Great Book’ and 
Margaret Cavendish’s Orations. The collection makes it possible for 
readers to assess women’s views more systematically and to judge their 
true contribution to the political writing of the seventeenth century.

Contains new transcriptions from original manuscripts•	

Most works are not accessible outside of a few specialist libraries•	

The set contains a general introduction, volume introductions and endnotes•	

Consolidated index•	
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