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The most prominent writers of the 
eighteenth century, such as Swift 
and Defoe, Addison and Steele, 
Pope, Gay, Fielding and Johnson, 
were actively involved in writing 
pamphlets and periodical essays 
which were overtly political. Other 
writers well known in their own 
day whose literary reputations are 
beginning to rise once more – such 
as John Toland, Delarivier Manley 
and Eliza Haywood – were also 
heavily employed in the writing of 
political polemic.

Situating the writings of the period 
against the background of the 
lives of the men and women who 
wrote them, the series provides 
present-day readers with an 
unrivalled means of recuperating 
the meaning of texts from the past. 
The series has a multi-disciplinary 
approach, appealing to scholars of 
History, Political Studies, Political 
Science, Political Thought, English 
Literature, Religion and Philosophy 
in the eighteenth-century period. 

A Political Biography of 
Eliza Haywood

Kathryn King

Known today for her novels of sexual 
passion, Haywood wrote much in the 
‘political way’. She exposed ongoing 
financial corruptions in her early 
scandal chronicles. By the mid-
thirties she had joined the campaign 
to topple Walpole, attacking him 
in the blistering Oriental satire 
Eovaai (1736) and performing on 
stage in Fielding’s final plays at the 
Haymarket.

While under arrest in 1750 on 
suspicion of producing a seditious 
pamphlet Eliza Haywood insisted she 
‘never wrote any thing in a political 
way’. This study of her life and works, 
the first full-length biography in 
almost a century, views Haywood’s 
life through the prism of her shifting 
political allegiances.  
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A Political Biography of 
Alexander Pope

Pat Rogers

This is the first study to assess the 
entire career of Alexander Pope 
(1688–1744) in relation to the 
political issues of his time. 
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A Political Biography of 
John Arbuthnot

Angus Ross

Dr John Arbuthnot (1667–1735) 
influenced the social, literary, 
political, medical and scientific 
communities of eighteenth-century 
Britain. It is the few, but brilliant, 
political writings of his English 
career – including the collection 
of five pamphlets featuring the 
character, John Bull – that form the 
crux of this biography. 
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A Political Biography of 
Thomas Paine

W A Speck

Thomas Paine (1737–1809) was a 
radical, a revolutionary, an author 
and a pamphleteer. Speck’s biography 
examines Paine’s work afresh, in 
light of new thinking about the role 
of religion in the formation of his 
political ideology, and also places 
Paine within the recently-developed 
context of ‘Atlantic History’. 
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A Political Biography of 
John Toland
Michael Brown

John Toland was notorious. A 
pamphleteer, a polemicist and a 
prankster of the first order, modern 
scholarship has struggled to position 
his writings within the debates of his 
day. This study is the first to fully 
recount his remarkable biography, 
and to situate his writings fully within 
the controversies that shaped them. 
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A Political Biography of 
William King

Christopher Fauske

William King (1650–1729) was 
perhaps the dominant Irish intellect 
of the period from 1688 until his 
death. Politically King was pivotal to 
the emergence of the modern concept 
of the liberal nation state: his defence 
of the Church of Ireland led him to 
develop a theory of national rights 
and privileges that would influence 
thinkers such as Thomas Paine.  
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Forthcoming Published

The Introduction and 
Index from all our published 
monographs are available to 
download from our website


