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Between 1600 and 1800 around four thousand
Catholic women left England for a life of exile in

the convents of France, Flanders, Portugal and
America. These closed communities offered religious
contemplation and safety, but also provided an
environment of concentrated female intellectualism.
The nuns’ writings from this time form a unique
resource, documenting daily domestic and devotional
pursuits, as well as issues of wider interest, such

as record keeping, finance, national identity,
transatlantic connections and the nature of exile.

The majority of the documents in this six-volume
collection are extremely rare and previously
unpublished. Each volume is given over to a
particular theme: history, spirituality, life writing,
management and the outside world. Documents have
been chosen to cover a range of monastic orders

and are contextualized by headnotes, endnotes and
volume introductions as well as by a full, overarching
general introduction. The collection brings to light
over a hundred testimonies previously unavailable

to scholars and will be a key resource for those
researching social and religious history or women’s
intellectual history of this period.

Catherine Gascoigne, 1623 (professed) — 1676, Abbess Cambrai

Reproduced with the permission of the Community of the Monastery
of Our Lady of Good Hope, formerly of Paris now of Colwich

e  Results from the AHRC funded project ‘Who
Were the Nuns?’ at Queen Mary, University of
London

e  Most texts are newly transcribed from
manuscript sources

e The texts were not intended for publication,
providing a uniquely private perspective

e  Full editorial apparatus

e Consolidated index in the final volume
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accounts of the early eighteenth century, including the
alms book, Mass obligations etc; Paris Augustinian
council books relating to the heart of the executed
Jacobite leader, the Earl of Derwentwater [extract];
Statements from the Bridgettines in Lisbon (late
eighteenth century) of what they intend to do with
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Mary Margaret Brent, Advice for superiors, Carmelites;
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of Ypres to the Chapter of the secular clergy of England
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The Discipline of a Nunnery (1779); [Anon], A Nun
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completion of the plan of The minor, written by Mr.
Foote [1761] [extract]; Joseph Addison, The Spectator
(1711) [extracts]; John Langhorne, The letters that
passed between Theodosius and Constantia; after
she had taken the veil [1763] [extracts]; Anne Fuller,
The convent: or, the history of Sophia Nelson (1786)
[extract]; Catharine Selden, The English Nun. A novel
(1797) [extracts]; Emily Clark, Ermina Montrose; or,
the cottage of the vale (1800) [extracts]; John Adams,
Woman. Sketches of the history, genius, disposition
accomplishments, employments, customs and
importance of the fair sex, in all parts of the world
(1790) [extract]; Mother M Hilda [Haigh], ‘A Short
History of St Mary’s Convent, York’ (1911) [extracts];
London Chronicle (1780) [extracts]. Protestant
nunneries: Philip Burton, ‘A Letter Supposed to be
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Hagan (1783—-6). Preparation for the foundation:
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M de Villegas D’Estainbourg; Legacy from his

widow; List of Benefactors: European Benefactors to
the enterprise; 1790 quittance from the convent at
Hoogstraten giving £100 and list of possessions taken
to America; Letter from Mother Ann Hill, Prioress at
Hoogstraten to Bishop John Carroll of Baltimore re
the American foundation, 9 Aug 1790. The voyage:
Clare Joseph Dickinson’s account of the voyage to
America; Mother Bernadina Matthews letter to the
Confessor at Hoogstraten describing the voyage. The
new community: Letters to Europe (1791); The Port
Tobacco profession book [extract]; Charles Neale the
confessor and guiding light of the foundation: Letter
of Sister Aloysia to Father Neale (1791); Death Notice
of Charles Neale (1823); Poems for Clare Dickenson:
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Maryland (1797); H Joris, The Secrets of a Religious
Life; Letter from Clare Joseph Dickenson (1801); Letter
to the Prioress sending instructions on how to make
copy plates and sending a snuff sieve (1791); Pattern of
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on how monastic beds should be constructed; Items
relating to sale and purchase of slaves at Port Tobacco;
Letter of Benjamin Smith to convent confessor, Fr
Neale, re slaves (1810); Death notices of the founders
Mother Bernadina Matthews and Clare Joseph
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Maryland.
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documents: English Benedictines (Champs d’Allouettes),
Conceptionists (known as the Blue Nuns, Faubourg St
Antoine), Augustinians (Fossée St Victor) (1786—93)
[extracts]; Cowdray: Description of journey to England
(1794—1804); Account of Austin nuns, Bruges to England

(1794)

Convents Represented
Augustinians: Bruges, Louvain, Paris

Benedictines: Boulogne, Brussels, Cambrai,
Dunkirk, Ghent, Paris, Pontoise, Ypres

Bridgettines: Lisbon

Carmelites: Antwerp, Hoogstraten, Lierre, Port
Tobacco (Maryland)

Conceptionists: Paris
Dominicans: Brussels
Poor Clares: Aire, Gravelines, Rouen, St Omer

Sepulchrines: Liége
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