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This ambitious and pioneering cross-disciplinary 
series seeks to explore Britain’s involvement in 
Africa through the collection of rare or not widely 
available primary resources. It will be of interest 
to all historians working in this area and to those 
involved in development studies.

The series of multi-volume sets will contain 
material relating to every aspect of Britain’s 
relationship with the continent and to all the 
countries in which Britain had a presence, 
including those smaller colonies and protectorates 
that have received comparatively little attention. 
Care will be taken to ensure that the documents 
chosen reflect change over time and illuminate 
the main spheres of current academic research 
and new and emerging subject areas. Although 
the perspective will be primarily Western, sources 
will be included that provide African views of the 
development process and that help to reveal the 
relationship between colonizers and the colonized 
and the impact white settlement had on African 
societies.

Will republish rare or difficult-to-access •	
material

Documents will illuminate the development •	
process and the relationship between 
colonizers and the colonized

Will cover the main spheres of current and •	
emerging research

Each set will include a substantial introduction, •	
thematic introductions, explanatory notes and 
a full bibliography

Each set will have a consolidated index in the •	
final volume

All source material will be reset •	

Britain and Africa
Series Editor: David Sunderland, University of Greenwich

Advisory Editor: Godfrey N Uzoigwe, Mississippi State University

w w w . p i c k e r i n g c h a t t o . c o m / a f r i c a

‘Carried Across River’ (1890)
Members of a shooting party of British officers are carried across a shallow river by native carriers in central Africa, while two 

other porters bring the liquor © Illustrated London News Ltd/Mary Evans
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Volume 1: Agriculture: Non-food 
Production
Cotton: CO 879/89/3. British Central Africa Protectorate, 
Report on the Cotton-Growing Industry, 1905; Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation, Report on the Cotton-
Growing Industry of Uganda, Kenya and the Mwanza 
District of Tanganyika, Guildford and Esher, London, 
1925; Cover Crops: William Lyne Watt, Green Manures, 
Shelter Belts and Cover Crops, Government Printer, 
Nairobi (Kenya), 1929; Indigo etc: Sir Alfred Moloney, 
West African Produce (Indigo etc.) Letters from His 
Excellency Sir Alfred Moloney ... to the Secretary of the 
Chamber, Lee and Nightingale, Liverpool, 1890; Jute: 
M Van Den Hoek, Jute and Jute Products with Special 
Reference to the High-Priced Grain Bags in South Africa, 
Pretoria, 1929; Palm Oil: W N Thomas, ‘On the Oil Rivers 
of West Africa’, Proceedings of Royal Geographic Society, 
xvii, 1873; West Africa: Palm Oil and Palm Kernels. Report 
of a Committee Appointed...to Consider the Best Means of 
Securing Improved and Increased Production, London, 
1925; Rubber: Philip Lyttelton Gell, The Rubber Industry 
in the British South Africa Company’s Territories, British 
South Africa Company, 1900; J H Holland, Rubber 
Cultivation in West Africa, London, 1901; Sisal: E D 
Rutherford, Sisal in Kenya, London, 1924; Timber: JW 
Nicholson, The Future of Forestry in Uganda, Government 
Printer, Entebbe, 1929; F M Oliphant, Report on the 
Commercial Possibilities and Development of the Forests 
of Nigeria, Lagos, 1934; Tobacco: Report of the Tobacco 
Industry. No. 4, Pretoria (South Africa) 1924; Report 
of the Tobacco Advisory Committee, 1936, Government 
Printer, Entebbe (Uganda), 1936; Wattle: W G Leckie, 
The Growing of Wattle and Production of Wattle Bark in 
Kenya, Government Printer, Nairobi, 1932

Volume 2: Agriculture: Food production
Crops – Chicory: C Neethling and C H Spaner, An 
Economic Investigation into the Chicory Industry, 
Pretoria, 1929; Citrus fruits: M Van Den Hoek and W J 
Pretorius, An Enquiry into the Factors of Production in the 
Citrus Industry of South Africa for the Year 1926, Pretoria, 
1926; Cocoa: J H Harris, Cocoa Production in West 
Africa. The Labour Problem etc, London, 1911; Coffee: 
Report of Proceedings of Coffee Planters’ Days and Coffee 
Conference held at the Memorial Hall, Nairobi, June 29th 
to July 2nd, 1932, Government Printer, Nairobi (Kenya), 
1932; Ground Nuts: Archibald J Brooks, The Cultivation 
of Groundnuts with Special Reference to the Gambia, 
Government Printer, Bathurst, 1929; Maize: E Harrison, 
Maize in Kenya, Nairobi, 1926; Rice: Agricultural Survey 
of the Existing and Potential Rice Lands in the Swamp 
Areas of the Little Scarcies, Great Scarcies, Port Loko 
and Rokel Rivers, Government Printer, Freetown (Sierra 
Leone), 1931; Sugar: Sugar Inquiry Commission Report, 
Cape Town, 1922; Special Agricultural Correspondent, 
‘Land attractions of Kenya: Sugar Growing’, East Africa, 
August 27, 1925; Tea: Harold H Mann, Report on Tea 
Cultivation and its Development in Nyasaland, London, 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 1933; Tea Section of the 
Uganda Planters’ Association, Tea in Uganda, Kampala, 
early 1930s; Wheat: G J L Burton, Wheat Growing in 
Kenya Colony, Nairobi, 1925; Animal Husbandry – 
Sheep: Eastern African Trade and Information Office, 
Sheep in Kenya, London, 1924; Pigs: Eastern African 
Trade and Information Office, Kenya Pigs and Bacon, 
London, 1924; Beef: O T Faulkner, Stock Breeding, Lagos 
(Nigeria), 1927; Dairy: Southern Rhodesia Committee 
of Enquiry into Certain Aspects of the Dairy and Pig 
Industries, Report, Salisbury, 1936

Economic Development of Africa, 1880–1939
Editor: David Sunderland, University of Greenwich 

Britain and Africa
5 Volume Set: c.2000pp: April 2011
978 1 84893 063 6: 234x156mm: £450/$795

One of the main motives for British imperialism in Africa was economic gain. This collection examines the 
ways in which Britain developed Africa, and, in so doing, benefited her own economy. In addition, it explores 
the impact development had on African societies and the economic roles of Africans. Topics examined will 
include: agricultural production of foods and non-foods; the marketing of produce; white settlement of farm 
lands; the emergence of trade, mining, industry and banking; African enterprise; and the supply of labour 
and working conditions. 

Contents include:
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Volume 3: Agriculture: Other Aspects of 
Agriculture
Agriculture – Country Reports: H H Lardner, The 
Agricultural Question, A Letter to his Excellency Samuel 
Rowe ... and How to Double the Revenue and Trade 
and Improve the Sanitary Condition of the West Africa 
Settlements, Adams & Co., London, 1880; Office of the 
High Commissioner of South Africa, Does Farming 
Pay? Pretoria, early 1920s; Marketing of Produce: V 
Liversage, The Marketing of Potatoes, Government Printer, 
Nairobi, 1932; R H Fraser, A Report on the Marketing of 
Northern Rhodesia Tobacco in Great Britain, Government 
Printer, Lusaka, 1936; White Settlement of Farm 
Lands: E George Heaton Nicholls, Empire Settlement 
in Africa in its relation to Trade and the Native Races, 
London, early 1920s; Land for Settlers, Northern Rhodesia 
Department of Lands, Livingstone, 1925; Credit and 
Disease: An Agricultural Credit System for Cape Colony. 
Correspondence is Invited. Letters should be Addressed to 
the Treasurer of the Colony, Argus, Cape Town, 1907; G R 
Clifton, Report of the Committee on Locust Menace Crop 
Insurance, Government Printer, Nairobi, 1929

Volume 4: Non-Agricultural Development
Mining – Asbestos: D Landale Frew, Asbestos Mining 
in Rhodesia, George S Ikin & Son, Bolton, 1936; Bauxite: 
F Dixey, Bauxite Deposits in Nyasaland, 1925; Coal: 
Drummond Chaplin, Address Delivered by ... President of 
the Transvaal Chamber of Mines at the Annual General 
Meeting of Members held at Johannesburg on 22nd 
February, 1906, Johannesburg, 1906; Copper: Sir A 
Geddes, Auckland Memorandum Prepared by the Rhokana 
Corporation Limited on the Copper Mining Industry 
of Northern Rhodesia, London, 1932; Diamonds: 
Agreement for the Grant of a Licence for a Term of 99 
years from the 1st July, 1933 for Diamond Mining in the 
Colony and Protectorate of Sierra Leone, Electric Law 
Press, London, 1934; Gold: Sir Albert Ernest Kitson, 
The Gold Resources of the Gold Coast, McCorquodale & 
Co. Ltd, London 1932; Limestone: G H Gethin Jones, 
Memorandum on the Lime Resources of Kenya Colony 
with Special Reference to Future Requirements and the 
Economy of Transportation, Government Printer, Nairobi, 
1932; Tin: The Report of a Committee Appointed at a 
Meeting of Companies, Firms and Individuals Interested 
in the Production of Tin in Nigeria and Convened by the 
Nigerian Chamber of Mines (Incorporated) on Thursday, 
the 15th day of December, 1932, Turner & Dunnett, 
London, 1933; Industry: R N Kotze, Memorandum re 
Iron and Steel Industry, Transvaal, Department of Mines, 
Pretoria, 1909; Union of South Africa, Office of Census and 
Statistics. Manufacturing Industries. No. 7. Printing and 
Publishing 1924; L Speight, ‘Big Game Hunting in South 

Africa’, South African Railways and Harbours Magazine, 
Christmas 1926; V Liversage, The Manufacture of Egg 
Products, Government Printer, Nairobi, 1934; W J Megaw, 
Report on the Flax Industry in Kenya, Government Printer, 
Nairobi, 1939; Banking: Cape Government Saving Bank 
Accounts for the Year ended 31 December 1881 under Act 
4 of 1875; Bank of British West Africa, Annual Report 
and Balance Sheet, 1902 and Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet, 1939; Trade: CO 879/20/9. Trade on the Niger and 
actions of the French in that area; memorandum, minutes 
and correspondence 1882–3; H F Gurney, Memorandum 
on Trade with the British Dependencies in West Africa... 
Hints for Commercial Visitors and Notes on Methods of 
Training, London, Department of Overseas Trade, London, 
1937

Volume 5: Non-Agricultural 
Development: Labour and Other Aspects 
of Development
Labour – Mining: The London Secretary of the 
Transvaal Chamber of Mines, Notes on the Labour Position 
in the Transvaal, London, Crowther & Goodman, c.1900; 
Chinese Labour, Cape Town, 1903; Indian: L W Rich, An 
Outline of the Case of the British Indians in the Transvaal, 
London, 1909; Indian Overseas Association, Indians 
in East Africa. Is the Segregation Policy to Prevail? 
Views of the Government of India, London, early 1920s; 
African: Aborigines Protection Society, Native Labour 
in South Africa. A Report of a Public Meeting Jointly 
Convened by the Aborigines Protection Society and the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, London, 1903; 
J E Barnes, The Economic Value of the Native Races of 
Africa in Relation to the Development of the Resources 
of that Continent, London, 1908; Report on the Native 
Labour Census Taken on 15th January, 1930, Government 
Printer, Zomba (Nyasaland), 1930; Wages and Working 
Conditions: South Africa Department of Labour, Wages 
Act 1925; Labour: The Recruitment, Employment and 
Care of Government Labour, Government Printer, Dar es 
Salaam (Tanganyika), 1930; African Enterprise: G B 
Ollivant, Interest: Is It Just, or Not? A Letter Addressed 
to the Native Traders of West Africa, Manchester, 1889; 
Anti-slavery and Aborigines Protection Society, The 
Industrialization of the African, London, 1937; Aspects 
of Development: William Geoffrey Bouchard De 
Montmorency, The Commercial Possibilities of West 
Africa. Being a Paper read at the Royal Colonial Institute, 
Liverpool, 1907; Production and trade of the Gambia, 
London 1931; Harold N Carvalho, The Manufacturing 
Industries of the British Empire Overseas. Part 6, Africa, 
West, East and Central: Kenya, Cambia, Nigeria, etc, 
Erlangers, London, 1932 

*full contents can be viewed online



Communications in Africa, 1880–1939
Editor: David Sunderland, University of Greenwich 

Britain and Africa
5 Volume Set: c.2000pp: February 2012
978 1 84893 064 3: 234x156mm: £450/$795

To transport products from the interior of Africa to docks, from where they were exported, and to move 
imported machinery and domestic goods to towns, mines and farms within the continent, the British had to 
construct a sophisticated transport and communications infrastructure. This collection presents rare and 
difficult-to-access documents relating to the development of various forms of communication. The first four 
volumes will concentrate on the continent’s railway system, investigating the proposed reasons for building 
lines, their finance and construction, the rolling stock used, and the operation and economic impact of 
completed works. The final volume will consider the construction of Africa’s road network, river navigation, 
harbour construction, shipping, and the arrival of aviation and postal, telegraph and telephone services.
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Volume 1: Railways: Proposals
East Africa: C S Betton, ‘Prospective railway development 
in British Equatorial Africa’, Journal of the Society of Arts, 
July 4, 1902; Suggested Branch Railway Lines. Economic 
and Technical Reports Laid on the Table of the Legislative 
Council on March 16th, 1926, Government Press, Nairobi, 
1926; A Projected Branch Line in the Northern Province 
from Sanya to Engare Nairobi. Memoranda by the 
Chief Engineer, Tanganyika Railways, and the Director 
of Agriculture, Presented to Council by Order of the 
Governor, Government Printer, Dar es Salaam, 1929; 
South Africa: Reports on Inspections Made to Ascertain 
the Best Lines of Possible Railway Extension in the Colony. 
No. 1, Possible extensions of the Western and Midland 
systems, Cape Town, 1879; CO 879/56/2, Delagoa Bay 
Railway, Memorandum by Mr G Fiddes including brief 
history of the railway, 1895; R Walker, The Union of South 
Africa. In the Matter of the Grand Junction Railways Ltd 
of South Africa. Did the Supreme Court ... “Keep Downing 
Street out of South Africa” or ... “Trample Underfoot the 
National Reputation”? An Inquiry, Aberdeen University 
Press, 1919; West Africa: CO 879/49/2, No 185a. Wassau 
(Gold Coast) Mining Co. Ltd to Colonial Office, 19th August 
1897, Tarkwa Railway; Informal Conference ... on the 
Subject of the Lagos Railway, held at the Exchange Station 
Hotel, on Monday, April 27th, 1903, African Trade Section 
of the Incorporated Chamber of Commerce, Liverpool, 
1903; The Right Railway System and the Best Outlets for 
Nigeria, 1906, Marsden and Co. Ltd, London, 1906 

Volume 2: Railways: Construction
Construction of Specific Lines: A G Dalton, A Report 
and Estimate Concerning the Construction and Equipment 
of a Railway Between Oudtshoorn and Klipplaat station 
via Willowmore with Full details, Cape Town, 1894; G S 
Owen, Report and Estimate in Connection with Caledon 
Surveys, With a View to the Construction of a Line of 
Railway, Cape Town, 1897; F L O’Callaghan, Uganda 
Railway, Royal Engineers Institute, London, 1900; E H 
Smith Wright, Railways in Rhodesia. A Few Notes on their 
Construction and on the Country Through Which They 
Pass, London, 1904; CO 879/93/5. Railway Construction in 
Nigeria. Memorandum by Mr Winston S Churchill 1906; A 
R Seymour, Tropical Railways (unpublished manuscript), 
1925; Methods and Forms of Construction: E R 
Calthrop, ‘Light Railways in the Colonies’, Royal Colonial 
Institute Proceedings, xxix (1897–8); CO 879/76/695, 
No.156. Governor Egerton, January 6th 1905. Oshogbo 
Lagos Railway Extention. Remarks on the System on 
which the Line should be Constructed; Frederic Shelford, 
Some Features of West African Railways, Institution 
of Civil Engineers, London, 1912; Sir W De Frece, The 
Failure of Officialdom, London, 1923; Finance of Lines: 
CO 879/7/19. Natal. Draft law to raise a loan for the 
construction and equipment of certain railways, 1875; 
CO 879/121/3. Tanganyika Territory. Proposed loan for 
railway and harbour development, 1923-4; Construction 
Contracts and Agreements: Convention for the 
Construction and Working of the Hamilton-Kimberley 
Railway made between the Inter-Colonial Council, the 
Cape government and the Natal government, Bell & Nixon, 
Johannesburg, 1908 

[continues over page]

Contents include:



w w w . p i c k e r i n g c h a t t o . c o m / a f r i c a c o m m

Volume 3: Railways: Operation
East Africa: Lieutenant-Col F D Hammond, Report on 
the Railway Systems of Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika, 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, London, 1921; Lieutenant-
Col F D, Report on the Railway System of Southern Rhodesia 
under the Railways Enquiry Act, 1924, Salisbury, 1925; 
South Africa: J H Smith, Special Railway Commissioner, 
upon the Administration, Organisation and Working of the 
Natal Government Railways, London, 1903; F B Glasier, 
Report by the General Manager, Lagos Railway, on the 
British South African Railways, Government Printer, 
Lagos, 1909; West Africa: Lieutenant-Col F D Hammond, 
Report on the Railway System of the Gold Coast, Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, London, 1922; Lieutenant-Col F 
D Hammond, Report on the Sierra Leone Government 
Railway, Crown Agents for the Colonies, London, 1922; T 
N Goddard, Summary of Proceedings of a Conference on 
Railway Revenue and Expenditure, Sierra Leone, 1931 

Volume 4: Railways: Operation and 
Economic Impact
Aspects of Operation: CO 879/115/1016, No. 97. 
Governor of Uganda to Colonial Office, March 27th 1914. 
Views on the Amalgamation of Uganda Protectorate 
Railways and the Uganda Railway plus enclosures; W W 
Hoy, ‘State Ownership and Operation of Railways, A Digest 
of the Evidence Given before a Commission of Inquiry 
in South Africa’, Railway Gazette, London, 1919; Report 
of the Customs Tariffs and Railway Rates Committee, 
Government Printer, Entebbe (Uganda), 1929; Sir Harry 
Osborne Mance, Report on the Co-ordination of Transport 
in Kenya, Uganda and the Tanganyika Territory, 
Government Printer, Nairobi, 1937; Rolling Stock: 
‘Some typical modern locomotives and rolling stock for 
African railways’, Railway Gazette, November 28th 1911; 
Economic Impact: Robert T Williams, The Cape to Cairo 
Railway from the Point of View of African Development: 
A Paper Read Before the Central Asian Society, 5th 
April, 1922; John Wyatt Spiller, ‘The Respective Merits of 
Roads and Railways for Colonial Development’, Minutes 
of Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers, vol. 
237, 1935; John Wyatt Spiller, Colonial Railways 1928-
38: An Economic Review, Institution of Civil Engineers, 
London, 1941; General: F W Emett, ‘Some curiosities of 
the Uganda Railway’, Wide World Magazine, April 1901; 
Report on the Baro-Kano Railway, Waterlow & Sons, 
London, 1912; ‘British African railways’, Railway Gazette, 
November 21 1927 & December 5th 1927

Volume 5: Other Forms of Communication 
Roads – Road Construction: C Willmot, Report on 
Investigations into Modern Road Construction in South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia, Government Printer, 
Entebbe (Uganda), 1936; Road Conditions: R J Van 
Reenan, The Free State Roads. Report on the Condition 
of Roads in the Orange Free State, Bloemfontein, 1914; 
The Union of South Africa, Province of Transvaal, Report 
of the Commission on Roads, Pretoria, 1921; Rivers: 
J Stevenson, The Water Highways of the Interior of 
Africa, with Notes on Slave Hunting and the Means of 
its Suppression, Glasgow, 1883; Aviation: F Tymms, 
Prospects of Civil Aviation in East Africa, London, 
1929; P E L Gethin, Report on Aviation in the Uganda 
Protectorate, Goverment Press, Entebbe, 1936; Shipping: 
H H Clarke, The Shipping Ring and the South African 
Trade, Ward Lock & Co., London, 1898; J R Galloway, 
Shipping Rings and the Manchester Cotton Trades. A 
Paper Read at a Meeting of the British Association 12th 
August 1898, London, 1898; Harbours: Report on the 
Control and Working of Mombasa (Kilindini) Harbour, 
Kenya Colony, London, 1926; Postal and Telegraph 
Services: Report of the Committee Appointed to 
Consider the Whole Question of Rural Telephones, of the 
Terms on which they Should be Installed and Operated, 
and of their Connection with Trunk lines, Kenya, 1929; 
General: Transport in Africa. East African Commission’s 
Recommendations, British Cotton Growing Association, 
Manchester, 1925 

*full contents can be viewed online
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To set up a standing order for this series

please contact sales@pickeringchatto.co.uk

Future sets planned in this series include:

The Government and Administration of •	
Africa, 1880–1939
Relationships with Africans, 1880–1939•	
Expatriate Society in Africa, 1880–1939•	



North or South America

Ashgate Publishing Company
PO Box 2225, Williston
VT 05495-2225, USA
Telephone toll-free (US & Canada): 
(800) 535 9544
Other enquiries: (802) 276 3162
Fax: (802) 864 7626
email: ash.orders@aidcvt.com

Rest of World

Turpin Distribution Ltd
Stratton Business Park
Pegasus Drive
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
SG18 8TQ, UK
Telephone: +44 (0) 1767 604 951
Fax: +44 (0) 845 009 5840
email: books@turpin-distribution.com

Order Information

Pickering & Chatto Publishers, 21 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1A 2TH, UK; +44 (0)207 405 1005; info@pickeringchatto.co.uk

Related titles

Financing India’s Imperial Railways, 1875–1914
Stuart Sweeney 

Sitting at the heart of the raj’s project to ‘improve’ India, the construction of railways began as a ‘liberal’ 
experiment in 1853, its aims: to promote trade and commerce, to distribute food to famine-stricken 
regions, and to facilitate the movement of troops. Rather than being a paean to free trade, however, the 
money came from taxes levied on the native tax-base who were sparsely represented politically, and 
financiers who held a disproportionate influence over Imperial decision-makers in London. Sweeney’s 
monograph focuses in on what was the largest investment project of the British Empire and debunks 
prevailing ideas about the British Indian experience. 

Perspectives in Economic and Social History
c.256pp: 234x156mm: May 2011
HB 978 1 84893 047 6: 234x156mm: £60/$99

978 1 84893 048 3 

Women Writing Home, 1700–1920: Female Correspondence 
across the British Empire

General Editor: Klaus Stierstorfer

These letters ‘written home’ are not only straightforward historical sources; they are also 
representations of the state of the Empire in far-off lands sent home to Britain and, occasionally, other 
centres established as ‘home’. The letters reveal the many different ways in which women perceived 
colonial society.

Organized by geographical region, the set pays close attention to the regional and local specificities of 
colonial situations in various parts of the British Empire: from the settler colonies of North America, 
Australia and New Zealand to the isolated military and administrative outposts in Asia and the complex 
ethnic and economic situation of South Africa.

‘This extensive collection offers a treasure trove of insights into the daily lives, challenges 
and preoccupations of women across the British Empire.’ Journal of Imperial and 
Commonwealth History

6 Volume Set: 2166pp: 2006 
978 1 85196 793 3: 234x156mm: £495/$875 

www.pickeringchatto.com/railways

www.pickeringchatto.com/writinghome
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