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Planned to mark the bicentenary of the birth 
of William Makepeace Thackeray in 1811, this 
five-volume critical edition represents the most 
substantial collection of hitherto unpublished 
material relating to the novelist and his gifted 
family. Drawing on just over 1300 letters and other 
documents drawn from public collections and 
private archives, this project presents a wealth 
of unknown or underused sources that demand 
scholarly attention.

Whilst complementing the already published 
volumes of Thackeray’s letters, this important 
work opens up research on the complex and often 
troubled dynamics within the family, providing 
evidence for a narrative that suggests elements 
of psychological disorder, less than orthodox 
relationships and transgenerational marriage. 

Of particular importance in revealing Thackeray’s 
professional life are the substantial collection of 
rediscovered letters sent by George Smith to the 
novelist relating to The Cornhill Magazine, of 
which Smith was founder-publisher and Thackeray 
the first editor. They throw new light upon the 
working relationship between the two men in 
their day-to-day planning for the magazine, and 
represent the largest surviving series of letters to 
Thackeray from a single correspondent. 

As well as many intimate family letters, including 
those between Thackeray’s daughters, also 
represented are the extensive communications 
between his elder daughter Anne – herself an 
author – and many key artistic and literary 
figures of the time, including Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson, George Frederic Watts, John 
Ruskin, Robert Browning, George Smith, 
Leslie Stephen, Kate Perugini, Julia Margaret 

Cameron, John Everett Millais, Lord Frederic 
Leighton, Fanny Kemble, Henry James, J M Barrie, 
Margaret Oliphant, Algernon Charles Swinburne, 
George Meredith, Rhoda Broughton, George du 
Maurier, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Andrew Lang, 
Augustine Birrell and Virginia Woolf.

• �Many previously unpublished family papers

• �New insights afforded into the Thackeray family 
and their circle

• �Includes letters by Thackeray’s wife, Isabella

• �Significant amounts of uniquely valuable material 
from private collections and smaller resources 
not previously studied in context

• �Consolidated index in the final volume
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William Makepeace Thackeray, by Jacques Reich, c.1907 
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 �e Correspondence and Journals of the �ackeray Family 

�ackeray to Lady Pollock, 11 May ?1849
MS: Eton.

Kensington. May 11
Dear Lady Pollock
I met the Chief Baron two mornings ago1, and he told me to go and call on you, 

but I had so much business that day that I had not time to go to Queen Square. I 
saw in his face, what he was thinking of.  Believe me I felt most sincerely for your 
grief, though I did not like to speak when the blow fell upon you, knowing how 
vain at such moments all the consolation of friends is. I once lost a child myself: 
it was but a baby: and I had no idea of the grief wh. parents su�er until I myself 
experienced it. I recollect a friend of mine at that time quoting to me an image 
from Jeremy Taylor, “He who hast lost a child has cast an anchor in Heaven.”2 It 
seemed to me very noble and consoling. We still love the little angel standing in 
the presence of God – �e grief for the separation goes o� a�er a time, and gives 
way to an inexpressibly sweet feeling of love and pity. It is 10 years ago: but I can 
see the eyes of my little child looking at me now3. And so those of your dear little 
boy will follow both of you, until yours shut. Meanwhile somebody whom you 
love with all your heart is in Heaven. �ere must be another meeting: a happy 
fraternity, a Divine Father in whose love we reunite. Love and Death prove it. – 
Su�er them to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of Heaven4. Ah what a 
divine tenderness that was wh. spoke so!

Yours dear Lady Pollock sincerely
W M �ackeray.

1. Sir Frederick Pollock (1783-1870), �rst baronet, was Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer.  
His second wife was Sarah Amowah (d. 1895).

2. Jeremy Taylor (c. 1613-67), theological writer and bishop of Down and Connor.  �e 
quotation may have been prompted by Taylor’s letter to John Evelyn following “the death 
of a little child of mine, a boy that lately made us very glad; but now he rejoices in the 
little orb, while we think, and sigh, and long to be as safe as he is”.  Cited in George L. 
Duyckinck, �e Life of Jeremy Taylor, New York: General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union, 1860, 107-8.

3. Jane �ackeray had died on 14 March 1839, aged eight months.
4. “But Jesus said, Su�er little children, and forbid them not, to come to me: for of such is 

the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew, 19:14).

Sample page*

*not actual size



Contents: 

Volume 1
Richmond Thackeray’s 1798 journal; One hundred and twenty-three letters from Thackeray’s mother (Anne Carmichael-
Smyth) to her son and granddaughters; Ninety-one rediscovered letters from George Smith to Thackeray; The journal of 
Anne Thackeray Ritchie.

Volume 2
The journal of Anne Thackeray Ritchie (continued); Selected correspondence of Thackeray’s daughters and other family 
members (c.1100 letters).

Volumes 3, 4 & 5
Selected correspondence, continued. 
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And from private papers belonging to Thackeray’s 
descendents.

Lives of Victorian Literary Figures, Part V: Mary Elizabeth 
Braddon, Wilkie Collins and William Thackeray by their Contemporaries

Series Editor: Ralph Pite

Volume Editors: William Baker, Judith L Fisher, Andrew Gasson and Andrew Maunder

The fifth set of facsimile volumes in this series considers the reputations and biographical portrayal of 
three innovative, sometimes controversial writers. Contemporary material sheds light on the processes 
at work in the establishment of public image and critical reputation. In particular, with these writers, 
they reveal a process of disguise – the masks and evasions that these novelists who were instinctively 
rebellious employed to preserve their respectability.

Each facsimile page is digitally cleaned and enhanced, significantly improving on the quality and •	
legibility of the original 

Full editorial apparatus includes a substantial general introduction, introductions to each volume, •	
bibliographies, chronologies, headnotes, endnotes and a general index in the final volume

Lives of Victorian Literary Figures
3 Volume Set: 1072pp: 2007
978 1 85196 819 0: 234x156mm: £275/$495 

www.pickeringchatto.com/lives
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Sources have beeen drawn from the following collections:
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The Uncollected Letters of Algernon Charles Swinburne
Editor: Terry L Meyers

The three volumes of The Uncollected Letters of Algernon Charles Swinburne add more than 550 
letters to the canon that were not available when Cecil Y Lang published his collection of Swinburne 
letters in the late 1950s and early 1960s. This new collection includes hundreds of unpublished letters 
addressed to Swinburne, as well as providing a number of accounts and descriptions of Swinburne 
either previously unknown or fallen from scholarly knowledge.

In addition to the full texts of the letters and thorough annotations, the edition includes a major 
appendix updating Lang’s earlier work – identifying where holographs then missing are now housed 
(and correcting the printed texts from the originals), identifying correspondents and allusions then 
uncertain or unknown, and correcting or narrowing mistaken or unknown dates.  

All letters definitively transcribed from the original manuscript texts or from the early printed •	
versions when no manuscripts survive

All letters fully and expertly annotated •	

Almost 450 letters previously unpublished •	

Fully indexed•	

‘...a wonderful achievement that joins a small group of essential Swinburne texts.’
– Rikky Rooksby, Victorian Poetry

‘All libraries with any pretensions to covering Victorian studies respectably will need to 
acquire this work.’
– Margot K Louis, The Journal of Pre-Raphaelite Studies
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