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rom his migration to America in 1774 to his
death in New York City in 1809, Thomas
Paine’s ideology was at the centre of American
political and social debate. In fact, his ideological
influence is still felt in modern-day America.
His pro-Independence pamphlet, Common
Sense (1776) convinced many colonists to reject
monarchy and Englishmen’s rights in favour
of a broader interpretation of republicanism
and the natural rights of mankind. Famously,
General George Washington ordered that Paine’s
inspirational American Crisis (1776) be read to his
troops before the Battle of Trenton, which helped
turn the tide at a critical juncture in the War of
Independence.

This six-volume facsimile edition brings together
rare texts from books, periodicals and newspaper
contributions to unearth the contemporary
American response to Thomas Paine. Responses to
Common Sense, Rights of Man, Age of Reason and
Letter to George Washington are included.

This edition complements Pickering & Chatto’s
highly successful editions on eighteenth-century
radical thought, including The Political Writings
of the 1790s. It will be important for scholars of
Eighteenth-Century Studies, American History,
Radical History and Political Science.

Editor

Kenneth W Burchell is at the University of
Idaho

Thomas Paine, from The Bible of Nature and Substance of Virtue,
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« First major collection to explore the American
response to Thomas Paine

« Full editorial apparatus includes a general
introduction, headnotes, endnotes and a
consolidated index in the final volume

« Each facsimile page is digitally cleaned and
enhanced, significantly improving on the quality
and legibility of the original text .

Printed alongside the extensive new editorial matter
we commission, Pickering & Chatto ensures its rare
texts are truly fit for purpose. In stark contrast to
much of the competition, our facsimile reproductions
are digitally cleaned to exceptional standards; if
necessary, other material is completely reset.
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