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SOME LONDON STYLES

Samuel Richardson, Letters Written to and for Particular Friends, on the Most Impor-
tant Occasions (London: C. Rivington, J. Osborn and J. Leake, 1741), pp. 39–42. 
Glasgow University Library, shelfmark gow Sp Coll Bk2-k.3.

Charles Hallifax, Familiar Letters on Various Subjects of Business and Amusement: 
Written in a Natural, Easy Manner; And Publish’d, Principally, for the Service of the 
Younger Part of Both Sexes (London: R. Baldwin. 1755), pp. 15–25, 97–104. Cam-
bridge University Library, shelfmark 7240.d.54.

George Fisher, Th e Instructor: Or, Young Man’s Best Companion. Containing Spelling, 
Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, in an Easier Way than Any yet Published, 19th edn 
(London: H. Woodfall, J. Fuller, W. Strahan, J. Rivington, R. Baldwin et al, 1767), 
pp. 46–50. Robinson Library, Newcastle University, shelfmark Bradshaw 374.1 FIS.

Th e following extracts are off ered as examples of diff erent styles prevalent at 
mid-century. Letters were frequently culled from Samuel Richardson’s Letters 
Written to and for Particular Friends, on the Most Important Occasions (1741) 
and from Charles Hallifax’s Familiar Letters on Various Subjects of Business and 
Amusement (1754) by a variety of other, far more popular regional and transat-
lantic manuals. Th eir styles would therefore be widely familiar across the Atlantic 
world. Fisher’s Instructor was reprinted innumerable times on both sides of the 
Atlantic in diff erent English, Scottish and American editions; its letter writing 
style would therefore be widely familiar too. Letters were also frequently culled 
from Eliza Haywood’s Epistles for the Ladies (London: T. Gardner, 1749), which 
is available from Pickering & Chatto and therefore not reproduced here.

Samuel Richardson (bap. 1689–1761) was the author of several hugely 
popular epistolary novels: Pamela (1740), Clarissa (1747–8) and Sir Charles 
Grandison (1753–4). He was also one of several well known eighteenth-century 
writers who composed letter manuals. His Letters Written to and for Particular 
Friends are now oft en known as Familiar Letters, aft er the title given to them by 
their modern editor. 
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Like all letter manuals, Richardson’s Letters Written to and fr om Particular 
Friends was designed to provide ‘Rules to Th ink and Act by, as well as Forms to 
Write aft er’;1 in other words, this was both a conduct book and a set of letter-
writing models. Richardson’s Preface concentrates on the duties and principles of 
conduct he hopes to inculcate, perhaps assuming that these might be less obvious 
to contemporaries than the manual’s letter-writing function. Richardson’s letter-
writer went through fi ve London editions between 1741 and 1752, a respectable 
but not stunning achievement. Many of Richardson’s letters did, however, live 
on in other manuals. Later manuals usually drew upon Richardson for models of 
writing and conduct for people in the lower and lower-middle ranks; they also 
culled some of the letters of advice in which his collection abounds. 

Charles Hallifax’s Familiar Letters announces in its introduction that it is 
designed ‘chiefl y to form the Style’; but also to ‘form the judgement’ by convey-
ing knowledge of the world (‘what you may depend upon from your Equals, and 
what you are to expect from your Superiors; or rather, what you are not to expect 
from them’).2 Nothing is known about Hallifax, and this too may have been a 
pseudonym. But appropriately for a name borrowed from earls, Hallifax’s man-
ual was overall more upmarket than Richardson’s, off ering many ‘Letters written 
to the greatest Person, and from those in diff erent Stations’ as well as many ‘Let-
ters of Politeness and Ceremony’ situated primarily among the gentry. Th e style 
of Hallifax’s letters to superiors is exemplifi ed in the second extract from this 
manual (below, pp. 34–41). However, the letters most frequently culled from 
Hallifax, besides some of his letters of advice, were letters between elder and 
younger brothers, and letters between parents and children written in the senti-
mental style (as in the fi rst extract, below, pp. 23–33). Th is manual is described 
in its Introduction as a compilation of manuscript letters by diff erent hands, to 
which the compiler had added letters of his own. Th ough describing the letters 
as ‘Written in a Natural Easy Manner’ on its title page, it therefore contained 
diff erent styles. Th ere were fi ve London editions of Hallifax’s manual between 
sometime before 1754 (described as the second edition) and 1765, some of 
which spell his name with a single L. 

George Fisher’s Th e Instructor: Or Young Man’s Best Companion was a vade 
mecum. Besides instruction on grammar, spelling, making ink, and letter writing, 
it contained sections on arithmetic (‘both vulgar and decimal’), on double-entry 
book-keeping, geography, astronomy and gardening, together with forms of bills 
of lading, invoices, receipts and bills of exchange and all the standard legal forms. 
Th e Instructor was emphatically designed ‘to form the young Man’s Mind for 
Business’, (though it did have instructions for women on how to make pickles 
and wine) Th e Instructor off ered relatively few model letters, but began its col-
lection with a mixed letter ‘of business and love’. Th is was an extremely common 
type of letter at a time when people oft en preferred to do business (especially 
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transatlantic business) with family, friends and acquaintance, and it suggests that 
the models from diff erent letter classes which follow could also be combined. 
Th e style of Fisher’s letters is simpler, tauter and closer to ordinary conversation 
than Richardson’s or Hallifax’s, and even non-business letters are short and func-
tional, and get straight to the point. 

Fisher’s Instructor was a huge transatlantic best-seller. Th ere were twenty-
eight London editions between c. 1735 and 1798, plus multiple London 
printings outside this series which describe themselves as ‘a new edition’ or ‘for 
the booksellers’. Multiple editions were also printed in Edinburgh between 1762 
(or earlier) and 1799. Th e edition of 1773 describes itself as the twenty-second. 
Glasgow produced fi ve runs between 1786 and 1796, and Dublin and Belfast 
one printing each, in 1736 and 1754 respectively. Fisher’s Instructor was also 
printed multiple times in America in slightly diff erent forms, and under three 
diff erent titles: Th e American Instructor, Th e Instructor or American Young Man’s 
Best Companion and Th e Instructor or Young Man’s Best Companion. Franklin & 
Hall were one of its American printers.

Th ese were not the only styles in circulation. Th e styles seen in Volumes 1 
and 2 were still around. Complemental letters, letters translated from the French 
or Latin, and letters borrowed from John Hill’s Young Secretary’s Guide contin-
ued to be reprinted. Older manuals also survived in peoples’ homes and libraries; 
indeed, judging by inscriptions and marginalia, manuals on both sides of the 
Atlantic were handed down in families and were oft en still in use a century or 
more aft er their publication date.

Notes:

1  Samuel Richardson, Letters Written to and for Particular Friends, on the Most Important 
Occasions (London: C. Rivington, J. Osborn and J. Leake, 1741), preface. p. 2.

2  Charles Hallifax, Familiar Letters on Various Subjects of Business and Amusement: Writ-
ten in a Natural, Easy Manner; And Publish’d, Principally, for the Service of the Younger 
Part of Both Sexes (London: R. Baldwin. 1755), p. v.
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