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FRANKLIN, Benjamin (1706–90): statesman; scientist; printer; American 
ambassador to France, 1767–85; FRS 29 April 1756. Franklin’s work in science, 
particularly with regard to electricity, was of great importance. He was the first 
to recognize the conservation of charge, and he also developed a theory of static 
electricity. In addition to these achievements, Franklin proved that lightning is 
an electrical phenomenon, and he proposed the use of lightning conductors. He 
also participated in the committee that drafted the American Declaration of 
Independence, 1776.
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FRASER, Sir William (d. 1818): 1st Baronet of Ledeclune, 1806; FRS 14 April 
1791. Fraser served in the East India Company. He was skilled in navigation, and 
was known for his pioneering interest in the determination of longitude at sea 
using lunar observations.
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FREND, William (1757–1841): religious writer; actuary. A radical thinker 
and Unitarian, in 1794 Frend was forced out of his fellowship at Jesus College, 
Cambridge. He was known to poets, scientists and reformers. Apart from his 


