VERNACULAR TEXTS

The Cruel Midwife. Being a True Account of a Most Sad and Lamentable Discovery
that has been Lately Made in the Village of Poplar in the Parish of Stepney. At the House
of one Madame Compton alias Norman a Midwife, wherein has been discovered many
Children that have been Murdered ... Also an Account of the Seizing or Apprehend-
ing, Bebaviour, and Commitment to Newgate, of Madam Compton alias Norman, the
Miduwife, on the Account of Murthering these Infants (London, R. Wier, 1693). British
Library shelfmark 1132.£.66.

The Man-Midwife Unmasqud: Being the Case of a certain Young Lady, who Applyd o
the noted Doctor D— for his Advice. Containing, the Discourse that Passd between the
Fair Patient, and the Doctor — His Inspection into her Case — Her Attempts to Indict
him for a Rape — The Questions askd her by the Jury, with, the Lady’s Answers — The
Deceit Discoverd, and the Bill Returned Ignoramus, &c. &e. &rc. (London, J. Dormer,
1734). British Library, shelfmark 1607/5444.

For centuries midwives have been associated with infanticide, witchcraft, drunk-
enness, prostitution, illegitimacy, thievery and other lewd and illegal acts. With
the proliferation of cheap print in the 1640s and 50s, and rising concerns about
political and social institutions during the Civil War and Interregnum, a new
wave of vernacular texts about cunning midwives, murderous mothers, headless
babies and unnatural births began to appear. The Cruel Midwife aligns with these
texts as it links midwifery to serial murder, child abandonment and neglect, and
the trafficking of bastard children.

After opening with religious rhetoric, the story of the midwife and the
unfortunate children under her care unfolds in a matter-of-fact fashion, much
like a newspaper story. Left alone in the house to care for an infant, a young
boy ‘almost starved’ cries out and arouses the attention of a neighbour boy who
subsequently seeks help, and the story of the murderous midwife is discovered.
Bodies of numerous children lay scattered throughout the house and property,
and while the cause of the deaths is not revealed — starvation and neglect seem
likely — their suffering is apparent. In some texts of this genre, the scenario is
reversed, and the midwife or mother is the one who suffers, not the children.
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Anne Green, a servant who gives birth to a stillborn illegitimate child in W. Bur-
det’s broadside 4 Wonder of Wonders (1651), is hanged, viciously beaten, falls
into a coma, dramatically recovers, and praises God’s goodness. Sent to trial and
condemned to death, Green’s story is retold in another pamphlet, 4 Declara-
tion from Oxford, of Anne Green (1651), with additional material included on
her near-death experience, ‘the great handiwork of God’ in her recovery, and an
additional short tale of a young woman who died in child-bed, was buried, and
was delivered of a son in her grave. The text reprinted here, The Cruel Midwife,
which ends with the midwife’s arrest, also has a companion piece or sequel: A4
Particular and Exact Account of the Trial of Mary Compton (1693), a broadside
poem which focuses on Compton’s subsequent trial and the role of the two
women who allegedly functioned as her accomplices. Additional broadsides of
this genre include 7he Cruel Mother (1670), about a mother who murdered her
child, spent time in prison and was executed, and The Mistaken Mid-Wife, or,
Mother Midnight Finely Brought to Bed (1674-9), which relates the story of a
barren woman who procured a dead infant and pretended she had delivered i,
only for her scheme to be discovered and for her to be sent to prison. These
types of sensational texts not only illustrate the public’s fascination with death
and the topic of murderous mothers and midwives, but they reveal a certain cal-
lous attitude toward children — a petty, or lesser, offense is the midwife’s charge
for serial murder in The Cruel Midwife — as well as anxiety and hostility toward
women and their sexual and reproductive functions. Women, it seems, are like
animals. They cannot be trusted to control their sexual bodies or their dangerous
impulses, and even when they give birth, as in the example of the woman in the
grave, they cannot seem to follow the rules of nature. Punishment, imprison-
ment and death keep them in check and the society around them safe.

By the turn of the ecighteenth century, vernacular texts that emphasized
mothers’ and midwives pernicious and dangerous qualities largely died out, only
for these qualities to reappear in new forms in the fiction of Defoe, Richardson,
Sterne and other writers. The rise of empirical midwifery treatises, by contrast,
tended to refashion the image of female midwives away from sexuality, murder
and overtly transgressive behaviour to seemingly more innocuous traits such
as incompetence, ignorance and drunkenness. Moreover, particularly after the
Mary Toft case of 1726, vernacular literature had a new object to examine: male
midwives. We sce this shift in The Man-Midwife Unmasqud. First published in
1733, it is a bawdy verse set in couplets that aligns male midwives with lechery
and female patients with sexual extortion. Everything is turned upside down in
this poem, as the beautiful young woman who seeks the male midwife’s assistance
in terminating her pregnancy is really a calculating whore who wants money. The
doctor in question, Doctor D—, is James Douglas (bap. 1675-1742), the famed
anatomist and man-midwife who was involved in the Mary Toft case in 1726.
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After the Toft hoax was exposed, Douglas wrote his own self-serving reaction to
events, An Advertisement Occasiond by Some Passages in Sir. R. Manningham's
Diary (1727), which spawned a sexually-scripted satire levied against him — 4
Shorter and Truer Advertisement ... or, Dr. D—g—I—s in an Extasy (1727). Both
texts are included in Volume 2 of this collection. The Man-Midwife Unmasqud
reads like a companion piece to these earlier works, particularly the satire, since
sex is the common topic in both works. In The Man-Midwife Unmasqud, the
doctor says he will help the woman but, inflamed by desire, he turns his clini-
cal examination into an opportunity to have sex with his patient. Much fun is
made with double meanings: the clinical inspection of the woman’s reproductive
organs becomes foreplay, cunnilingus and sexual penetration; what the doctor
will ‘put in with Ease, with Ease will come out’ (below, p. 163) suggests both an
abortifacient as well as the doctor’s penis; the woman vowing she will be passive
and obedient suggests both a docile patient, and, with her ‘case’ open, a woman
who allows the man sexual freedom over her body.

Douglas probably cringed to see this satire published since it renewed pub-
lic awareness of his association with Toft, something he likely wanted to forget.
That said, he might have taken some comfort in the fact that 7The Man-Midwife
Unmasqud is a more diffuse sexual satire than the earlier one levied against him.
Both the man-midwife and the female patient are presented as objects of deri-
sion, and as the satire’s title suggests, the piece can be read as a critique of all male
midwives, not just Douglas. The woman clearly has no shame, invites the doc-
tor’s sexual advances, and has her case thrown out of court; still, just seeing the
woman’s beauty inflames the man-midwife to such a degree that all semblance of
professional duty is lost, and lust overtakes his reason. The perceived impropri-
ety and indecency of male midwives seeing women unclothed, and the fear that
this would lead to sexual arousal and women’s sexual violation is a common argu-
ment against male midwives throughout the eighteenth century, and is more
fully explored in texts on the male/female midwifery debates found in Volume
7 of this collection.
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The Cruc] Micvife of Poplar, e,

‘&: PWery thing 1 carried on by a ne atura i In
%4 i mn{} tc rhe Prefervaricn of it .”i” i
its oo e Bemg : And by the fanwe L aw of t\,a
e cven e mofk brudh amungﬂ‘ the Brat.
themfilv.s, may e obferved torotin a igﬁeczai'
Wind of “;du?v?‘ﬂcc and 'i:fm.cr wle senware
the ygung"’ hc Monfters of the Sca diww out
their &cdﬁq, and give Suck o thetr YVoung
ones. The barharous Cracivics of fome Mic-
wives, Nui f‘u,am ¢wen Parents to young Chii-
dren, nayafurcus That there are greater
Monitmaspm the  and than areto be foupd
in the Botrom of the Uu s and if fome of
thes may extenuate their Inhiimaniries, by ¥
Irnow pot whaee Verwous Preteices, ver the
Babaiities of the reft muil be whally m.
putable to their favage Nature, and the Lic-
dinefs of their Difpofition.

The Gcmltwomm, who 1s the chizf Sufs.
je&tar (ecafion of the followingMarrative is by
Name Crompton, or lealt generally knewn ar
mong the Neighbour- -hood by no other Name
¢han Madwm Cramptm, fhe came ¢o live at
Poplar,which is near Stepaey, ahout Two Years

fince, viking a large Ewufe, where none bue
Per-

n
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el
Perfons of confiderable Rank had li-ved before,
bringing withher ac fir rft only a Maid Servant,
otng for a Midwife of great note to. Perfons
of %alnty ; here fhe had not continued- Iong,
before fhe was obferved to have feveral Chil-
drenof divers Ages; but all the time of her
living in this Place has been very private; ' not
in the leaft allociating herfelf with any of tlie
Newhbou:bood or- coming to Church, e
but her Maid Servant would often be in il
courfe wih fome of the adjacent: Neighbours
Maids, being ajways vy inquifi itivewith them,
but fhe would never communisate any” thing
of her Miftrefles Domeftick Affairs. The Mide
wife herfclf wniiuaxce ever feen in the Neigh-
bouchood, not fomuchasto- {tand at the Door,
but ﬁepmg into the Coach’ eaﬂy is the morn~.
ing, and coming home in a Coach in the Night,
ané {eldom or nevir were any Vifitants feen to.
coms thither, but on]y {ome Gentlemenanda-
thers often in the Evening or Nighe, except it
‘were fome of the Parifh tor thc Kiigs ‘Taxes,
the Miniftess, Poor or other Duties, which ge-,
uerally, if-(he hapen to be'at home {be readily
paid them at the Door, ‘or {ent the Maid to
them with the money and many complelant’
Woards ; fhe was obferved to be ofren from

home for feveral days together, yet {6 much
was
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“wwas hermaid {ervane her Confederate & Crea-
" ture. that the ARaires of the Houle was kept
fo 6;3»’&‘:: and obfcure from the Neighbours,
that tiey could nor el how many Ch ildren
fne had iarhe Houfe, or how ofen changcd
or otherwife dhpqéed of: Mrs. Ceompion is be-
tween Fifry and Three cure Years or Age, and
her taid fas often’ chv’rzfd Hpon iew al Oc-
calions, That her miftiels has been a Aid wife
above Thirty Years: and 'tis mnm*adv {ai that
fhe fhe hasfollowed chis bar%arow infint mur-
murlle sing Trade fo loug, thetruth of which:
ivbeft known 1o the Ommmehm Ged, the
fearcheor.of Fearssy, who can. bzmn the moﬁ hi-
LCH Things of P2arknefs to Im’;t and from
whem no Secret s hid, wh o tor- Euuﬁms beft
ke *“mm to his Providence, poLnsics fome  Per-
{038 Sins ro go b\m;c to }vﬁ'pmwt, thatis to
be n»m,!md in thisLife, and others to cotneaf
tor, that s, rcfuved to the Tribunal of the.
great Day.

Mirs. Cronpto going out of Town the be-
mnmnq of the Jaft Weck, .on Friday, pretty
carly in thP Merning, rlw N td- ‘vcrvant no
doubs ! by “h~ Otder md Appointment of the
‘Mm;zés lefe the Houfe hkewife, Ieaving at
home a Be oy aﬂom “chcn i cars of Auc and
a Grwiabour 8ix Years Old, witha little Infane

1,
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in the Cradle, leaving with them for Foed on-
ly a precc of Cheefe and Water, not any
Beer or Bread, but bid the Boy, m cfe the
young Child cryed, to give it fome Water ,
and {he would return in a little time; all
which the Boy has fince related ;: The Children
continuing in the Houfe alone moft part of
the Day, and no Maid teturning, grew very
impatient, and particulaily for want of Sufte-
nasice, ¢ve. and the Boy bringing of it into
an outward Reoom nexr the Strect, a Neigh-
bour’s Son pading by, and hearing the Cluld
cry. called tothe Boy to know what was the
mattes , to whom he declar’'d  after fome
time, the Reafons: That they were left all
day alone in the Houfe, without Vi€tuals, and
that the yasung Child was alimoft ftarved ; al-
ter which, Neichbours being called, the Con-
faple and Mafiers of the Parith weie fent for,
fome of whom coming and entring the Hoafe,
examined the tee Chilgien, who declaredas
1 fore mentioned ; and farther befides the In-
ant m the Crad'e, the Boy declared ehere were
two gore that lay 1ead m a Hland-basker up-
o a Shelfmn the Cellar 5 anothzr Iy Baried
in the Carden, and a Fosth inthe Cellar:
Ypont prefent fearch, they foumd the Two Thil-
dren tn the Hand-hashct as the Boy hed faid,

thew
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rel

they being molt tamentable Ob‘yef‘.’cs of Hu-
mane Mifery, looking at ficlt fipht, were
fiker the Carkaffes of Catts or Dogys: than
Humane Creatures, all-their skin being off]
as likewife their Eyes and part of thelr Flelly
cat with Vermin,  ftinking in a latncutable
manner.

On Menday being 21f. Inftant, the Co-

roners Inqueft were Impanell’d, ;nd coming
to the Honfe where the Dead Bodies lay in
the Basket, after viewing of them, they or-
dered fome Labourers (‘according to the VWaords
of the Boy ) to Dig in feveral foft places of
the Cellar where they perceived the grounad
had been broken, where,. after fome time,
they Dug up fix- feveral Skeletous of Chil:
drea of feveral Ages; upon which Night
coming on,. the Coroner Adjourn'd the Juey-
till thenext Day, refplving to bave the grovd
iu the Garlen likewile to be broken up be-
fore they brought in their Verdict , many of
the SpeCators took feveral of the Bones aud
carried them away ; fome of whichare now
to be feen at thé Ben-Fobnfox's Heéad, near St.
Brides Church by Fleetfirect.

Who were the Patrents of thefe Children,
or upon what account this Midwifchad the
keeping of them, is not certainly known,though

ic’s
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it's generally conjefinred,-and that not with-
our a great deal of Reafon; that thefe, were
thofe commonly called By-blomy, or Baftards,
which the undertook, for.a certain Sum of Mo-
ney agreed on, tocafe the Parents of, by keep-
ing them aslong as they lived. It's hoped our
Grandfire Time, that brin gs all things to
light, will unvail the Darknefs of 'this hidden
Myftery of Inignity, and expofe the Tsuth
as the Sun at Nson-day; In the mean time
great cave is taken and fearch made in order’
to difcover the Midwife ‘or her ' Maid.

Pofifcript.

T‘Uefday, Augnft 22. This Day the Coro-
ner’s Inquelt met again, but were ad-
jonrned cill Morday, on the Account that they
had done digging in the Garden, and other
ports for Children, and. for other Reafons,
This Day likewife about One in thé After-
noon, our Madam Compton, alias Norman, was
Apprehended near Cowent-Garden, and with
the Afliflance of the Cenftables and Beadles,
being. led between two Men, attended with
a numerous Croud-of People; fhe was carried
to the Petty Seflions of Bliomsbury, where (he

was Examined before their Majefties Jultices
Q
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[ ]
of the Peace there i“i’r;,.p, who likewife wrmak
feveral Affid mws, by waich fhe s vehemen:.
ly fufpe&ed ¢if not pmzmdy af“ rged) g
have Mur:z cud_ feveral Children chat weove
put o her to Furfes upon wh‘c’a fhe wae
from thence Committed to Nemgate, by il
Vx ar rant or Mirmos figined by the ‘W}z;;:»
inll Juflices of the Peace vhen on the Rench,

‘."Jw'-'n our Dioughty ’\wmw ife was &l
feizod, all the way ihe went o the Jul
and when the came before tm*w % o
the was oblerved to carty her fIF
orear des! of QCuafidence, not ia‘mmw in

the leafl f:‘:ms:fm’d or nuch \i’“yw?‘i’h@'
Falr. It bas been ablervw‘ UH‘ leveral Tene-
tlenen azxd mnws huve becnr fien 0 cnguive
at fune of rhe A«d;:sc-_nr Z‘ e-honfis con-

~ 119 SO H 3
eerawg fomre pacticilar Children,

f.
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who apply’d to the noted Doctor
D= for his Advice.

CoNTAINING,
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The Man-Midwife Unmasqu'd

£33

T H E

MAN-MIDWIFE
UNMASQU’D, Gc.

To the Tune of Laumps of Pudding.

’ IS needlefs theli{ecords of Time to explore;
Our ownprefent Age has Examples in Store,
Of Mifchief thar has by 2 Woman been

done,

The worft Sort of Mifchief now under the Sun ;

Philofophers, Lawyers, and Statefmen agree,

And ey’ry Divine too of ev’ty Degree,

At the Bottoms of Mifchief is always a Woman,

And Mifchief at Bottom o;' Waman is common.

1L

This Maxim allow’d then, we now fhall proceed
‘Tomention 2 comi and farcical Deed ;
The primary Thought was a Trick, and no more,
A Device carried on by a plotting young Wee— ;
The Scheme being Jaid, fhe was fure of the Prize,
Miftake not, I don’t mean the Sehemeof Freife 5
She wanted fome Money, ’tis true, and fome —,
She fail’d of the firft, bultéhe latter had Luck ia.
Clad vice in Apparel, away trips my Lady,
In Fancy as fine as a Queen on a May-Day ;

o
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To a famous Man-Midwife Mock-majefty came,
And ask’d for —— for whom? Dr. D___ by Name.
She foon gain’d Admittance, nor had the young Fair
Scaree fat herfelf dows, when the Dottor came there;
Surpris'd at herBeauty, the young Doz did eye her,
Am? with’d he might {o h;{}ay prove, as to try her.

With Looks now demur, like 2 Puritay Siuner,

‘Who refleéts on the Time when fhe was a Beginner 3

Now blnthing, now fighing, with Tears trickling
own,

Inclining, yet fearful, her Canfe to make known ;

Half Sentences utter’d, then feem’d to recant 5

Quoth the Dottor, fair Lady, what is it you want 2

Then {queezing her Hand, faid, your Mind, pray
difcover,

1 find o'er your Heart fomething heavy does hover.

Says the, fince Ifind that I nought muft conceal,
My dread Apprehenfions I now will reveal 3
And therefore, good DoSor, the Truth I now tell a
Methinks there is Something alive n my Belly.
You caf1ly guefs by what Means, quoth the Fair,
This Gueil, that's fo troublefome, gor Footing there,
>Tis a Shpp’ry Treck, Mother Eve led us to it,
The Critieal Minute foon tempts us to do i

I

$he blufh’d, and immediately hung down her Head,
And look’d as with Shame fhie had been half dead 3
‘The Doctor percervd it, znd lapgh’d 1n his Sleeve,
Well pleas’d he had met with this Daughter of Eve ;
His Blood was inflam’d, by her powerful Charms,
He wifh’d to expire a While in fer Arms ;
Then, paufing, concluded, that he muft carrefs Her;
And quckly did find out 3 Way to poffe(s Her.

' VIIL Says
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VIL !
Says he, I perceive, Lady fair, that your Cafe
May faon be attended with Shame and Difgrace,
Unlefs i3 prevented; I'll do what 1 can,
And may venture to fay, you will find me a Nan:
A Man both of Fudgmeyt and Skill I do mean,
By Fudgment and Skill T my Credit maintain =
But then 1n each Point you muft follow Direttion,
And as your &afe Hes, ‘;lillx?: admit of Fidpection.
The Nymph then reply’d, T'll be rul’d, Sir, by you,
What Method you judge the moft proper purfne;
But firft I defire, before you begmn,
‘To think on the haplefs Condrtron I'm in.
"The Do&or then anfwer’d, you need not to donbt,
What I put e with Eafe, with Eafe will come out.
I do nothing rafhly, but alwaysat Leifure,
‘Then ftart not when I %zél Search o your Crealure,
Good Do&or, you'll find me a Patient, quoth fhe,
That’s all over Paffive, as paffive can be;
Yet if you fhou’d venture too far to advance,
Perhaps youmay make me to twitter and prance;
But do what you will, I am at your Devotion,
And when youdire& me, will follow your Motion ;
Refiftance I bate, and for ever difclaim,
But Paffive-Obedience Wa;( always my Aim,

Up Stairs the grave DoGtor with Joy did conduct her,

And now I'will tell you how fairly he e ;

Then into 2 Chamber, the Nymph, by him led,

Was, with her Confent, quickly Jaid on the Bed.

Well-pleas’d in his Mind, with a fluttering Heart,

The Do&or refolv’d now to thew all his Art ;

‘To give Demonfiration that he did refpe& Her,

He kneel’d down before her, and then did In/,;eg Iﬁr
. He

163
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He firkt did begin kere and there for to peep,
As mute lay the Nymph, as if fhe were a-floep ;
"Temptation was firong, and he cou’d not forhear,
Byt with Vigour attack’d, in the @entey, the Fair.
In 2 Minute he found fhe began for to move;
All o%r he was fite, all o’cr the was Love,
O, DoGor! {aid She, fie, what is it yog’ze doing ?
I prithee give over, forxnfl‘:v ~— HOW e ['ws Faing.

The Battle onee over, the Danger was paft,
As the Do&or imagin’d, but reckon’d top faft;
Half breathlefs 3 While he did lie on the Spet,
And the Figure he made, fure, will ne’er be forgot.
The Nymph,as with Reafon you well might fappofe,
‘To cover her Legs, quickly pull’d down her Clothes,
Yet heartily wifh'd he once more won'd Infpeft Her,
Her Wifh was in vain, jf'g{;ic now did waglelF ber.
She view'd him all o'er, with an Alir of Difdais,
What gave her fome Pleafire,foon gave her more Pain:
She was, it is certajn, well Zarricomponp’,
Bur vex'd to behold him fo {uddenly coop’d.
The DoGor recower’d, and offer’d his Hand
To lead her down Stairs; Like a Mute the did ftand.
She refus’d him with Ragein her Looks I affure y’,
And now was the W)zu{ c%ﬁmg’d nto a Fury.
XIV.

Surpriz’d was the Dotor, but won’d not complain,
Whar he eagerly fought, he with Eafe did obrain;
Yet fiill there was one Thing in which he was fcant,
For Money was what the Nympb cbn;ﬂj did want.
His Time he had wafted, nor wou'd he Jpend nore,
He deem’d her 2 furly, an illnatar’'d w3
His Appetsge cloy’d, he's no longer regarded,
But us’d with Contempt,and with Shame was difcarded

XV. Thus
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XV, 3

Thus bavtk’d of her Prey, and ill-treated withaf,
To aid and afift her on Hell fhe doed call;
Revenge fe does vow, nothing lefs will faffice
Her Rage to affwage, than his Life to &teife,
*Tis readily granted fhe was not & Muid,

But ftsll for her Labour fire eught to be paid,
The Dofror muft own fhe -at firlt did kock-mider.
What then 2 why Ingmjr{i%zgc is Bot a Wodider.
Obferve now what Method this Creatare did take,
A Method that foon made the Do&or to quake ;
‘Who wifhd be had givenr whate’er fhe requr’d,
Or donble the Sum that her Heart had defird.
He now tues the Time he fufpeited That Jame,
Or play’d -at FH Fourg, fo common a Gante.

A Bill of Inds&Fmen: fhe brings in 2 Fary,
And fwore, fbe was rm}rgg}zﬁ befrre the Grond-Yury,

This Matter 2 While did admit of Debate,

At length the was order’'d hex Tale to relate.

The Queftions were gravely put ta her, whichihe
As gravely did anfwer, for grave fhe cou’d be.
Pray Madam, faid one, tell us where was thePlace,
When firft to the Do&or you oper’d your Calle 2
What was it he {aid, and where did he abufe you 2
Remember you {wore §e did fhamefully ufe you.

I went to the Doflr, and made my Complaint,

He look’d fo demure, that I thought him a Saine
But oh! a mere Devil he foon did appear,

By him ’m undone, as you guickly fhall hear.
Young Lady, quoth he, I wail tell you, your €aft
Muft by me be examin’d, but not in this Place:

1 fay, ’tis a THIng thar requires Infpection,

Angd you muft wezh Patience abide my Direkion.
Y ws, FETICE y XIX. Thgn'
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"Then up to his Chamber, by him I was led,
And gently be laid me along on the Bed
And I, a poor Junocent, thought it no Harm,
*T1ll I felc fomething in me, which prov’d to be warm.
Y fruggled, and did A8 I cow’d but in vain,
¥or great was my Sorrow, and greater my Pain :
T firgve to cry out, but xo Nozfe co’d 1 male,
He Tipt me the mng,{ }%nd I cow'd nor fpeak.

noth the Don, Your Expreffion to us pray explain,

nd fay what, by Wipping the eldet, you mean.
He put, Sir, lus Tongue in mp 9Pouth, fhe reply’d;
And I verily thoughe, that I then fhou’d have dy’d.
Says the Don, Have you Teeth? why did you not brte ?
Quoth the, That wor'd fure bave beer look's oz as Spate.
The Jury returned the Bill Igunoramus,
And the DoGor hasnow gor 2 Name thatis £amons!

FI N IS




