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If Humanity shows to the God of this World,
A sight for his fatherly eyey
*Ths that of a PEOPLE wit{ banner unfurl’d,
Resolv’d for their FREEDOM TO DIE,
*Tis a spark of the Deity bursting to light
Through the darkness of human control,
%hat fires the bold war arm in Laberty's fight,
And springs from the Patriot burning and bright,
Through the eye of an heavenly soul. C.PaiLries.

-’-
CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION.—No. L

IMPORTANT TRIAL OF MR. CARLILE FOR PUB-
LISHING PAINE’S AGE OF REASON.

At an early hour yesterday moruing we repaired to
Guildhall, to witness the Trial of Mr. Carlile, but on at-
tempting to enter the Court we were opposed by a posse of
constables, who, by the orders of Lord Mayor Atkins, pre-
vented the admission of the Public to an open Court. This
poor crazed, expectant Baronet, has assumed a most exten-
sive authority, but were we in Mr. Carlile’s situation, we
would in the first instance protest against the unfairness and
illegality of filling the Court with the insolent myrmidons
of a few fanatic bigots, to the exclusion of his (Mr. C.s)
friends. Such unwarrantable conduct as was displayed by
these Jacks in office, we never before witnessed, and were
glad to perceive a few spirited individuals taking down their
names, for the purpose of trying whether Ser John Atkins
has the power of shutting the doors of a Court of Justice on
all but his own friends and dependénts.

A few minutes before nine, the doors of the Court were
thrown open, and Mr. Carlile, accompanied by Mr. Hunt
and other gentlemen, came up to the door in several car-
riages, containing an immense quantity of books, papers,
&c. As soen as way could be made through the crowd,
Mr. Hunt and the other Gentlemen entered the Court, when
sLortly after Chief Justice Abbot took his seat.

About half past nine, the Attorney-General, the Solicitor-
General, Mr. Gurney, and Mr, Littledale, the Counsel for
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the Crown, arrived and took their seats. Comparative order
wis now retored, and the Court being full, the obtrusion of
other persons was prevented. Lt appears from the hst of
the Sheritfs, that the five charges against Mr, Carlile
stand upon the paper in succession for trial.

Mr. Carlile made an appeal to Mr. Sheritf’ Parkins, and
stated that his friends were not admitted. Mr. Parkins
addressed Mr. Collenridge, and desired that his orders
should be attended to.—Mr. Collenridge, ¢ Mr. Carlile has
already five friends in Court.”—Mr. Sheriff Parkins, « k
suppose, Mr. Carlile, those persons are necessary to your
defence.”—Mr. Carlile, “ They are laden with books, te
which I shall have occasion to refer.”—Mr. Sheriff Parkius,
% They must be admitted.”—The names of the four persons
were then given in, and they were ordered to be admitted.
The cause of “ The King against Carlile” was then called
on.

Mr. Hunt instantly rose, and adverting to his own cause
against Stoddart and others, stated that he had understood
from his Lordship that no cause should be taken out of its
turn. His cause stood before that now called on, and he
claimed his prior right.—The Chief Justice desired Mr.
Hunt not to interrupt the Court, but to be silent and depart.
—Mr. Hunt, * Be silent and depart! Your Lordship said
no cause should be taken out of its turn.”—The Chief Jus-
tice, “ I never said any such thing. 1 said that the causes
should be taken as near as possible in_their order. You
were cousulted on the fixing of your own cause, and I un-
derstand from the officer of the Court that you have chosen
next Thursday, for which day your trial stands appointed.”
~—Mr, Hunt, “I am satisfied with your Lordship’s explana-~
tion, but five causes are now calle(il, which may last three
weeks or a month. Will your Lordship allow my witnesses
to retire ?’—The Chief Justice, “ You may have your trial
put off to a more distant day, if you like.”—Mr. Hunt, « If
your Lordship pleases, for a week or ten days.”—The Chief
Justice, “ You will settle that with the Solicitors on the
other side.”

The list of Special Jurymen was then called over, and the
following persons answered :—Charles Wood, Abchurch-
lane ; Robert Hutchinson, Clement’s-lane; John Hanson,
Crooked-lane; George Harvey, Lawrence-lane: Arthur Chi-
chester Allen, Ironmonger-lane ; John Wilson, Queen-street;
Richard Chambers, Dove-court; William Parker, John-
street,

Mr. Bellamy was then about to swear those Gentlemen,
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when Mr. Carlile submifted that this Court was not compe-
tent to try the charge against him.—The Chief Justice re-

lied, © The Court 18 competent to try any criminal infor-
mation filed by the Atwrnei-Gsneral.”—-Mr. Carlile: «I
submit there is no law which applies to this case.”’—The
Chief Justice: © If .there is no such law, you will be aec-

uitted.”—Mr, Carlile: <1 protest against the proceeding.”
~—The Chief Justice: “ You protest. Very well.”

The Attorney-General then prayed a tales, and the Jury
was_made perfect by the following Common Jurymen:
R.Plant; G. Coates, baker; J. Triggie, chairmaker; Mat-
thew Holyer, glazier.

The Jury having been sworn, Mr. Campbell, who wae
also retained for the Crown, shortly opened the pleadings.
Mr. Carlile now addressed the Court, and required that the
Information should be read at the proper season.—The
Chief Justice: “ You must not interrupt the proceedings.of
the Court. This case shall be tried in a similar manner
with all others.,”—Mr. Carlile: « I only requested that the
Information might be read, in order that the Jury misht
understand the question which they are about to try.”—
The Chief Justice: “ The Information shall be read at the
proper season.”—Mr. Carlile: “ That is all I desire.”

he Attorney-General (Sir R, Gifford) then addressed the
Jury, and after a long and laboured speech, which lasted
nearly an hour, concluded by calling on the Jury, if they
were satisfied of this being a libellous publication, to acquit
their consciences, and find the prisoner guilty.

‘The Selicitor General now called Griffin Swanson,* who, on his
being sworn deposed that he was Clerk to the Solicitors of the Trea-
sury. On the 17th of December he went to the house of the defendant
m Fleet Street. He saw the defendant himself, and asked him for
‘ Paine’s Age of Reason.” He delivered it to him, and charged
him for it 10s. 64, They bad very httle conversation, Mr. Cadlile
knew witness to be the Clerk to the Sohcitors of the Treasury, and
sent his compliments to Mr. Maule, adding, if he would allow hun to
eat his Christnras dinner at home, he would be prepared to meet him.

* This -persom is a native of Lynn, in Norfolk, where for some yesrs he
resided with a pettifogging, attorney bat not exactly contented with the
profits of his office, we understand he granted protections tp seamen, ema-
n\tmg solely from his own anthority, for which, we believe, the toewn has lost
the bcngfit ‘of his legal services. In the course of the proceedings we shall
be able more fally to illustrate the merit of this important and conveniond
personage, ke béing the same individnal 1o whom My, Hone is indebted for
his present goed fortune, for giving the information relative to the Jeu
Qe-prits, for which thut Gentleman was tried and honourably scquitted.—
What a pity that the cause of Christianily should be reduced 20 sacha
dilemma 83 (0 seck support from 2 churacter itke this!



