
190 Th e Collected Letters of Harriet Martineau, Volume 3

I never meddle with individuals, – never touch any faggots neatly tied up: 
but I tell some of them that if they were satisfi ed before, they must be satisfi ed 
still, as their belief was wholly unconnected with me & my “infl uence.” But this 
seems to have no more eff ect than asking the protestants where their faith is, that 
they are so frightened lest Protestantism should fall before the great Wiseman.4 
– But where’s the use of saying such trite things to you? Suffi  ce it that I am the 
happiest single woman (I’m afraid) in England, – enjoying the expansion of view 
& serenity of feeling that belong to advancing years, & safe in my busy quiet 
home from any storm of unpopularity, unless I myself open the door to selfi sh 
passions & beggarly desires.

If you ever come near enough to make it worth your while, do come & see 
our valley. You will fi nd a bed & a welcome here, if you give timely notice in 
regard to the fi rst.

With kind regards to Eliza, I am very truly yours H. Martineau. 

Banc2:95

1. HM’s enthusiasm for scholarship and lecturing is a recurring theme, and is particularly inter-
esting in relation to her former mentors – Fox and JM – both scholars, writers and preachers. An 
added factor is deafness, a considerable complication she easily overcomes in the thrill of having 
plenty to say and a venue in which to say it. 
2. William and Emily Craft  and William Wells Brown were escaped American slaves who lectured 
on abolitionism.
3. Quaker John Crosfi eld of Rothay Bank, a primary associate of the Building Society. 
4. HM refers to the ‘Papal Aggression’ episode.

To William Wells Brown

Th e Knoll, Ambleside
14 March [1851]

Dear Mr Brown
I have the pleasure to tell you that our friends, the Craft s,1 are to be gratifi ed, 

& in the best possible way, in their wish for Education.
I told you I wd apply to Lady Byron, to learn whether they cd be received 

into one of her Industrial Schools; – they teaching Cabinet-making & sewing in 
return for Education & maintenance. I heard yesterday from Lady Byron; & the 
thing can be done.

Her only child is the wife of Lord Lovelace.2 Th eir estate is at Ockham, – 
which is, I think, in Hampshire, – or Surrey, I am not sure which.3 Th e Ockham 
School is the one in which William & Ellen can be received, on payment of a 
small sum, which can, no doubt, be raised. Lady Byron will herself contribute. 
One very great advantage will be that they will be under the eye, & the immedi-
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ate care, of the Lushington family, & of the excellent Dr Lushington himself. He 
is an illustrious man in various ways; &, among others, as the friend of the slave: 
& his & Lady Byron’s names are so honoured in America that it will be a gain 
to the good cause that Wm & Ellen shd be known to be under their immediate 
protection. – I hope this news will appear as good to you & to them as it does 
to your friends in this valley. – I have written to tell Mr Estlin, & Mr Bishop of 
Liverpool.4

Now, you must please just let me know whether the Craft s accept this off er: 
& how soon they will wish to settle at Ockham; & whether they are themselves 
able to pay any part of the small sum required. I write today to Lady Byron, to 
inquire how much it is, & more particulars about their settlement. – So I must 
now wish you good bye. – Your friends here are all well; & we look back with 
much pleasure on your visit. – Pray give my kind regards to Wm & Ellen, & 
believe me, dear Mr Brown, very truly yours

Harriet Martineau.
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1. Escaped Georgia slaves William and Ellen Craft  acknowledge HM as among those responsible 
for arranging their welcome, support and education in England (see William and Ellen Craft , Run-
ning a Th ousand Miles for Freedom (London, 1860)). HM hosted the Craft s in Ambleside, where the 
couple lectured on slavery in 1851.
2. Augusta Ada Byron, Lady Lovelace; William King Noel, 1st Earl Lovelace. 
3. Ockham Industrial School in Surrey at Ockham Park, the Lovelace estate. Th e Craft s studied 
with the Misses Lushington and Th omas Wilson, Esq.
4. Th e Reverend Francis Bishop hosted the Craft s on their arrival in Liverpool, prior to their stay 
with John Estlin.

To Mr Allen
Ambleside

21 March [1851]
Dear Mr Allen

I was quite grieved to hear of your having been ill again: & then of the disap-
pointment about your Rawden visit. Mr Forster’s mother sent for our friends, as 
I dare say they told you; & they had no choice but to put you off  & go. However, 
it is only for a very short time, I trust. I shall hope to hear soon that you have 
been in that happy home. – You are aware, I think, that Mrs Forster is the eldest 
daughter of the late Dr Arnold, & Mr F the only child of the Quaker Forsters, 
– the nephew of Sir T Fowell Buxton. Th ey are excellent people; & you may feel 
quite at home in their house. 

I can tell you (privately) that both of them have had ample experience of 
the trials of life. Each has had a lot of suff ering, – happy as they now are: & I 


